
[image: SMMT_Master_Brandline_(RGB)]
		                                 Note to broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio
SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
4 July 2013 (data for June and half-year 2013)	     FOR RELEASE: IMMEDIATE

New car demand up 10% in first half of 2013, with private buyers driving growth 
· New car registrations passed the one million mark in June, growing 10% in the first half of 2013 to 1,163,623 units. 
· The UK new car market saw the 16th successive monthly rise in June, growing 13.4% to 214,957 units.
· Private, fleet and business sectors grew from January to June, but private demand increased the most over the first half of the year, up 17.1%, after a 21.3% rise in June. 
· Motorists switching to more fuel-efficient cars have helped reduce average new car CO2 emissions to 129.1g/km in first half 2013, down 3.7% on a year ago.

"Boosted by consistently strong private demand and further growth in June, half-year new car registrations have topped the one million mark," said Mike Baunton, SMMT Interim Chief Executive. "June secured the 16th month of consecutive growth, a clear indicator that manufacturers and dealers are delivering desirable new products with tangible cost savings from the latest fuel-efficient technology coupled to a wide variety of competitive finance offers. While there are still potential challenges ahead, recent robust growth suggests that the market is on course to perform well ahead of 2012 levels."
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UK total and private new car registrations, rolling annual total, December 2006 to date.



VIDEO ANALYSIS: Half-year briefing from SMMT Head of Communications, Keith Lewis: http://youtu.be/-r8TxTtioLE 

About SMMT and UK the automotive industry:
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media.  

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £59 billion turnover and £12 billion value added. With more than 700,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for 10% of total UK exports and invests £1.7 billion each year in automotive R&D. Since 2000, huge strides have been made to reduce the environmental impact of its products throughout the life cycle. Improvements in manufacturing processes mean that in the last decade, energy used to produce each vehicle is down 43%, water use has been cut by 48% and 83% less waste enters landfill sites. Average new car tailpipe CO2 emissions have also been slashed and are down 23% versus 10 years ago to 133g/km CO2. For more details, see SMMT’s Sustainability Report 2013 and Motor Industry Facts 2013 at www.smmt.co.uk/publications.

Media contacts:

Kayleigh Lawrence			020 7344 9222		klawrence@smmt.co.uk 
Jonathan Visscher			020 7344 	9263		jvisscher@smmt.co.uk 
Keith Lewis 			020 7344 9226		klewis@smmt.co.uk

	June
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2013
	214,957
	104,671
	107,155
	3,131
	96,931
	107,883
	10,143

	2012
	189,514
	97,722
	89,311
	2,481
	79,900
	101,674
	7,940

	% change
	13.4%
	7.1%
	20.0%
	26.2%
	21.3%
	6.1%
	27.7%

	Mkt share '13
	 
	48.7%
	49.8%
	1.5%
	45.1%
	50.2%
	4.7%

	Mkt share '12
	 
	51.6%
	47.1%
	1.3%
	42.2%
	53.6%
	4.2%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2013
	1,163,623
	570,743
	577,453
	15,427
	557,498
	555,561
	50,564

	2012
	1,057,680
	541,241
	501,813
	14,626
	476,273
	537,173
	44,234

	% change
	10.0%
	5.5%
	15.1%
	5.5%
	17.1%
	3.4%
	14.3%

	Mkt share '13
	 
	49.0%
	49.6%
	1.3%
	47.9%
	47.7%
	4.3%

	Mkt share '12
	 
	51.2%
	47.4%
	1.4%
	45.0%
	50.8%
	4.2%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Best sellers
	June
	 
	 
	 
	   Year-to-date

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	1
	Fiesta
	11,332
	
	1
	Fiesta
	63,040

	
	2
	Focus
	9,128
	
	2
	Focus
	47,675

	
	3
	Corsa
	8,868
	
	3
	Corsa
	46,147

	
	4
	Astra
	7,074
	
	4
	Astra
	33,731

	
	5
	Golf
	5,875
	
	5
	Golf
	32,131

	
	6
	3 Series
	5,432
	
	6
	Qashqai
	27,112

	
	7
	Polo
	4,703
	
	7
	Polo
	23,287

	
	8
	1 Series
	4,678
	
	8
	3 Series
	21,588

	
	9
	Qashqai
	4,507
	
	9
	208
	20,815

	
	10
	208
	3,649
	
	10
	1 Series
	20,007



UK new car market continues to grow strongly in June, marking six successive quarters of growth
· UK new car registrations continued to rise across private, fleet and business sales types, although private demand has secured the most significant growth. 
· Volumes in Q2 rose 13.0% this year, posting the strongest quarterly rise since Q3 2011. 
· Registrations in June grew 13.4% securing a 16th successive month of growth and pushing half year volumes through the one million mark.
· The UK continues to buck new car market trends in some EU27 countries, with buyers returning to the market after a sustained hold-off from purchasing new vehicles, enticing finance deals and desire to switch to more fuel-efficient models driving market growth.
· Private new car registrations grew 17.1% during the first half of 2013, 24.4% in Q2 and 21.3% in June.   
· Strong private demand has supported volume growth in the Supermini and Mini segments, although MPVs showed the largest growth in June, up by over a quarter.
· The Supermini Ford Fiesta remains the best selling model in both the month and year-to-date.
· The growth in the Supermini and Mini segments has contributed to the rise in petrol-powered car registrations, although in June alternatively-fuelled cars recorded a 26.2% rise. 
· Average new car CO2 emissions continue to fall, down 3.7% to 129.1g/km in the first half of 2013. 
The attached tables show registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Providing that SMMT is cited as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT. July 2013 new car registration figures will be released on 6 August 2013 at 09:00.

 (
UK outperforming e
urozone market
UK employment levels and more stable housing market supporting consumer confidence.
Market specific factors helping boost new car volumes, eg return of buyers after period of postponement.
The UK new car market is one of few growing in the eurozone. Employment growth in the UK and accommodating monetary policy has boosted consumer confidence and encouraged buyers 
to return to the new car market after a sustained period of purchasing hold-off post recession and three years on from the scrappage scheme.
)
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) (
UK jobs and private car demand
) (
Motorists switch to more efficient cars
Consumers keen to reduce running costs.
Growth in Mini and 
Supermini
 segments.
A
verage new car CO
2
 emission
s in first half at 129.1
g/km
, -3.7% on a year ago.
More efficient vehicles in every segment, improved sales of alternatively-fuelled vehicles and growth of the Mini and 
Supermini
 segments have helped to continue the impressive rate of reduction in average new car CO
2
 emissions. 
In Q2, average new car CO
2
 emissions were 128.7g/km, down 3.5% versus 2012, and on par with recent annual gains. 
) (
Growth in jobs supports buyer confidence
UK employment levels and housing market have supported buyer confidence.
A
ttractive finance packages have 
encouraged motorists to buy new cars.
Industry sources suggest consumers have been enabled to buy through low interest rates and manufacturer support on finance packages. 
Growth in Personal Contract Purchase schemes has given consumer access to new cars, especially for those with cash, collateral or use of PPI 
mis
-selling windfall payments.
Warranty and service packages also give peace of mind to motoring with new cars.
) (
New car sales weighted CO
2
 emissions, quarterly performance.
)
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All cars rolling year registrations

Private rolling year registrations

EU (27) car sales volumes - change 2013 on 2012
5 mths to May-13 2013-2012 volume change	United Kingdom	Belgium	Portugal	Greece	Austria	Sweden	Spain	all others (15)*	Netherlands	Italy	France	Germany	80500	9246	-335	-2187	-13965	-11040	-19236	-41324	-78615	-77516	-99952	-117962	
volume  changes 2012 to 2013





UK actual	'08	'09	'10	'11	'12	'13	161.35897762344001	159.14994770708878	156.07163857095838	154.92305617471308	153.2147419216497	150.95823408615001	147.18115503881171	147.22442463804498	145.27260166004922	144.91087758542352	143.20124782494017	142.96813913413143	140.2016133654287	138.75752702089108	136.5605132045475	136.48741366295769	134.63253341282854	133.36226938987008	132.16490889614809	131.89037500000001	129.55313963364057	128.71041685707627	
Average new car CO2, g/km


Private Cars 000s	11Q1	11Q2	11Q3	11Q4	12Q1	12Q2	12Q3	12Q4	13Q1	13Q2	13Q3	13Q4	900	861	842	823	837	861	900	929	959	1010	UK - Jobs 000s	11Q1	11Q2	11Q3	11Q4	12Q1	12Q2	12Q3	12Q4	13Q1	13Q2	13Q3	13Q4	27246	27215	27249	27547	27753	27740	27685	27849	27851	
private car registrations - 000s

UK Jobs total - 000s

quarters 2011Q1 to 2013Q2
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