[image: H:\Brand Identity - SMMT - 2016\2 Identity - Logos\16_SMMT_1_Master_Brandmark_(RGB).jpg]
	

	SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
6 July 2016 (data for June and H2 2016)

	Hi-res charts available via Dropbox:
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/753g0xg8nca0afb/AADzYBQ_DSrnceATga7Fodzxa?dl=0 

	

	Record six months for new car market but demand stabilises over second quarter

	

	1. Demand for new cars up 3.2% in first half of 2016, with a record 1,420,636 registrations between January       and June.
1. Growth seen across all fuel types, as alternatively fuelled vehicles lead the way with 21.3% boost YTD. 
1. June sees small -0.8% decline as new car market continues to stabilise.

	 

	Wednesday 6 July, 2016 The UK new car market grew by a steady 3.2% in the first six months of the year, according to figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). 1,420,636 new cars have been registered so far in 2016 – the best half-year performance ever recorded.

Growth was reported across all fuel types, with diesel and petrol registrations growing 2.3% and 3.0% respectively in the year-to-date. Alternatively fuelled vehicles (AFVs), meanwhile, continued the significant gains seen over previous months, up 21.3% compared with the first six months of 2015. AFVs now account for 3.2% of the overall new car market.

Demand in June eased slightly, with a -0.8% fall in registrations, meeting expectations that market growth would stabilise following a record 2015. Fleet registrations continued the trend of recent months, driving the market with a 4.5% rise and compensating for a -4.5% drop in private registrations. 

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “It is far too soon to determine whether the referendum result has had an impact on the new car market. The first six months saw strong demand at record levels but the market undoubtedly cooled over the second quarter. It’s important government takes every measure to restore business and economic confidence to avoid the market contracting in the coming months.”
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	Notes to editors

The attached tables show registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Providing that SMMT is cited as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT. July 2016 new car registration figures will be released on Thursday 4 August 2016 at 09:00.

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £71.6 billion turnover and £18.9 billion value added. With some 169,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 814,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 12.0% of total UK export of goods and invests £2.5 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by more than 2,000 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2016 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts16.
Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
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