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SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
Thursday 5 April 2018 (data for March 2018)
Hi-res charts available via Dropbox: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ah4h6vo2kzxgqly/AABKF1jit0nDLJQFZYYUTMrxa?dl=0

[bookmark: _GoBack]UK new car market falls -15.7% in March as new ’18 plate hits roads
· As predicted, the UK new car market fell in March, down -15.7%, but still the fourth biggest March ever for the sector.  
· Fall in diesel demand continues, down -37.2% compared to same month last year, with AFVs up 5.7% and petrol holding steady at 0.5%.
· Overall, first quarter down -12.4%, but over 700,000 motorists drive home in a new car this year.
 
Thursday 5 April 2018 The UK new car market declined in March, according to figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT), with registrations falling -15.7% compared with the same month last year. March 2017 was the biggest month ever for new car registrations, as buyers seized the chance to purchase cars before new Vehicle Excise Duty (VED) rates came into force in April last year. However registrations are still running at a historically high level and last month’s market was the fourth biggest March on record.
 
Economic and political uncertainty and confusion over air quality plans continued to affect confidence, resulting in declines across all sales types. Demand from business, fleet and private buyers all fell in March, down 
-14.3%, -15.0% and -16.5% respectively. Continuing the recent trend, diesel registrations declined in March, down -37.2%. Registrations of plug-in and hybrid vehicles continued to rise, albeit modestly, up 5.7%, with demand for plug-in hybrids driving growth, up 18.2% for the month. Registrations of petrol cars were essentially stable, up 0.5%. The decline in demand for diesel cars continues to be of concern and the latest tax changes announced by the government do nothing to encourage consumers to exchange their older diesel vehicles for new lower emission models.  
 
In terms of vehicle types, demand for dual purpose cars remains the best performer in March, down -0.7%, with just 713 fewer vehicles registered than in the record March 2017. In the first quarter of this year 146,614 of these vehicles hit British roads, an increase of 2.7%, as the inclement weather appeared to lead to a boost in registrations. 

New car registrations have fallen for the 12th consecutive month, with year-to-date performance down -12.4%. However, nearly 720,000 new high-tech, low-emission cars left forecourts in the first quarter of 2018 as consumers took advantage of competitive offers, meaning last month’s market was still the fourth biggest on record.

The UK new car market is a vital part of the UK economy and is often seen as a barometer of consumer and business confidence. A new SMMT study of economic figures highlights the broader industry’s impact on adjacent sectors from logistics, retail and distribution to car finance, fuel, maintenance and insurance. Some 200,000 people are employed in new car retail alone, while UK-based car finance firms employ over 45,000 more, with an annual £12.5 billion economic contribution. On the road, the vehicle fuel industry supports 40,000 jobs, and a further 347,000 are employed in vehicle servicing and repair.

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “March’s decline is not unexpected given the huge surge in registrations in the same month last year. Despite this, the market itself is relatively high with the underlying factors in terms of consumer choice, finance availability and cost of ownership all highly competitive. Consumer and business confidence, however, has taken a knock in recent months and a thriving new car market is essential to the overall health of our economy. This means creating the right economic conditions for all types of consumers to have the confidence to buy new vehicles. All technologies, regardless of fuel type, have a role to play in helping improve air quality whilst meeting our climate change targets, so government must do more to encourage consumers to buy new vehicles rather than hang onto their older, more polluting vehicles.”
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Notes to editors
 

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £77.5 billion turnover and £21.5 billion value added. With some 169,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 814,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 13.0% of total UK export of goods and invests £2.75 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.
More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2017 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts17.
Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
SMMT media contacts
Paul Mauerhoff, 0207 344 9233, pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk 
Keely Scanlan, 020 7344 9222, kscanlan@smmt.co.uk 
Katie Andrews, 020 7344 1610, kandrews@smmt.co.uk
Eleanor Fricker, 020 7344 1667, efricker@smmt.co.uk 
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BEST SELLERS
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MARCH 2018

Ford Fiesta
Volkswagen Golf
Nissan Qashqai
Vauxhall Corsa

Ford Focus

Ford Kuga

MINI

Mercedes-Benz A Class
Mercedes-Benz C Class
Kia Sportage

19,272
13,966
12,018
11,718
9,403
8,964
8,720
7,184
7,155
6,583
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YEAR-TO-DATE

Ford Fiesta 32,808
Volkswagen Golf 21,203
Nissan Qashqai 16,914
Ford Focus 15,560
Vauxhall Corsa 15,352
Ford Kuga 13,096
Mercedes-Benz A Class 12,213
MINI 11,724
Vauxhall Mokka X 10,885

Mercedes-Benz C Class 10,832
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March Total : Diesel Petrol : AFV

2018 474,069 : 153584 : 296,343 : 24,126 : 228,623 222,595 : 22,851
2017 562,337 | 244593 294926 i 22818 273,719 261,941 26,677
% change D -157% : -37.2% 05% : 57% : -165% -15.0% -14.3%
Mkt share 2018 : 32.4% 62.5% 5.1% 48.2% 47.0% 4.8%

Mkt share 2017 ° 43.5% 52.4% 4.1% 48.7% 46.6% 4.7%

Year-to-date : Total : Diesel Petrol : AFV

2018 718489 : 240614 : 441,182 : 36693 : 333,302 356,668 : 28519
2017 820016 : 360518 : 426093 : 33405 @ 386448 398,823 34,745
% change “124% ¢ -333% 35% :© 98% : -13.8% -10.6% ~17.9%
Mkt share 2018 33.5% 61.4% 5.1% 46.4% 49.6% 4.0%

Mkt share 2017 44.0% 52.0% 4.1% 47.1% 48.6% 4.2%
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