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SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
5 June 2014 (data for May 2014)

Longest ever period of growth for UK new car market

· May increase drives UK new car market to 27 consecutive months of growth, breaking record set in the late 1980s.
· New car registrations increased 7.7% in May to 194,032 units – the most in May since 2004.
· Registrations for 2014-to-date pass the one million mark, rising 11.6% to 1,058,974 units.

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, "The new car market has now grown in every month since March 2012 – the longest period of growth on record and a reflection of the UK’s ever-improving economic conditions.
 
"Over the past 27 months, increasingly confident consumers have been drawn to some fantastic new products, attracted by innovative technologies, improved fuel economy and competitive deals helping make a new car more affordable. With SMMT forecasting an overall rise of around 6% over the year, the coming months should see some levelling off in growth rates as underlying demand stabilises."


Five longest periods of consecutive monthly growth in UK new car registrations*
 (
*SMMT data available from 1959 onwards
)


About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £60 billion turnover and £12 billion value added. With almost 150,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and more than 700,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 10% of total UK export of goods and invests £1.7 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by around 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2014 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts14.

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

Media contacts
Ben Foulds			020 7344 9222		bfoulds@smmt.co.uk 
Jonathan Visscher			020 7344 9263		jvisscher@smmt.co.uk 
Keith Lewis			020 7344 9226		klewis@smmt.co.uk


	May
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2014
	194,032
	99,580
	91,008
	3,444
	90,711
	95,702
	7,619

	2013
	180,111
	91,577
	86,535
	1,999
	84,201
	89,899
	6,011

	% change
	7.7%
	8.7%
	5.2%
	72.3%
	7.7%
	6.5%
	26.8%

	Mkt share '14
	 
	51.3%
	46.9%
	1.8%
	46.8%
	49.3%
	3.9%

	Mkt share '13
	 
	50.8%
	48.0%
	1.1%
	46.7%
	49.9%
	3.3%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2014
	1,058,974
	525,462
	514,335
	19,177
	522,150
	488,129
	48,695

	2013
	948,666
	466,074
	470,296
	12,296
	460,557
	447,666
	40,443

	% change
	11.6%
	12.7%
	9.4%
	56.0%
	13.4%
	9.0%
	20.4%

	Mkt share '14
	 
	49.6%
	48.6%
	1.8%
	49.3%
	46.1%
	4.6%

	Mkt share '13
	 
	49.1%
	49.6%
	1.3%
	48.5%
	47.2%
	4.3%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013

	Total cars
	2,404,007
	2,131,795
	1,994,999
	2,030,846
	1,941,253
	2,044,609
	2,264,737

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Best sellers
	May
	 
	 
	 
	Year-to-date

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	1
	Ford Fiesta
	9,450
	
	1
	Ford Fiesta
	58,940

	
	2
	Volkswagen Golf
	7,134
	
	2
	Ford Focus
	37,355

	
	3
	Vauxhall Corsa
	6,536
	
	3
	Vauxhall Corsa
	34,324

	
	4
	Ford Focus
	5,824
	
	4
	Volkswagen Golf
	31,596

	
	5
	Vauxhall Astra
	5,035
	
	5
	Vauxhall Astra
	26,062

	
	6
	Nissan Qashqai
	4,144
	
	6
	Nissan Qashqai
	20,834

	
	7
	Audi A3
	3,886
	
	7
	Volkswagen Polo
	20,687

	
	8
	Volkswagen Polo
	3,607
	
	8
	Audi A3
	19,223

	
	9
	Fiat 500
	2,896
	
	9
	Fiat 500
	17,509

	
	10
	Vauxhall Mokka
	2,801
	
	10
	BMW 3 Series
	16,246



      Market trend over 10 years: how new car buyers demand more (data sourced from SMMT/JATO Dynamics)
 (
With the new car market growing for a record 27 consecutive months, SMMT looked at buying trends – with the conclusion that motorists are demanding ever-increasing levels of style, comfort and functionality from their cars.
In the decade from 2004 to 2013, the number of cars registered with alloy wheels as st
andard jumped from 65.0% to 87.1
%, while air c
onditioning was standard on 95.4
% of cars in 2013 compared to just 75.3% in 2004.
Reflecting the intensifying demand for in-car connectivity, registrations of cars with MP3 capability as standard increased from 83.3% of the market to 95.
7
% in four years between 2010 and 2013.
) (
A/C
) (
A/C = air 
conditioning/climate control
MP3 = 
USB/aux port (*data available from 2010 onwards)
) (
MP3
) 


The attached tables show registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Providing that SMMT is cited as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT. June 2014 new car registration figures will be released on 4 July 2014 at 09:00.
Standard	2004	2013	2004	2013	2010*	2013	0.64962650972687341	0.87145703894094551	0.75268271458892722	0.95360123493368143	0.83267318152139569	0.95746967528679949	Option	2004	2013	2004	2013	2010*	2013	0.14746721126613543	5.9045708177152559E-2	0.1268020608670147	1.5577526220483881E-2	7.099553585057658E-2	2.0133022068346135E-2	Alloy wheels

Share of new car registrations

months growth	
October 1982 - December 1983	October 2000 - May 2002	August 1962 - April 1964	May 1987 - June 1989	March 2012 - May 2014	15	20	21	26	27	
Consecutive months of growth
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