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	SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
4 November 2016 (data for October 2016)

	Hi-res charts available via Dropbox:
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/3kobhf6ngao3i82/AACrEKJtMHzOZnm5bzSb1OFra?dl=0 


	

	Steady growth for UK new car market in October

	

	1. 180,168 new cars registered in October – representing modest growth of 1.4%.
1. Growth in demand for alternatively fuelled vehicles continues, up 12.4% in the month and 23.3% year-to-date.
1. Year-to-date registrations rise by 2.5% with 2,330,663 vehicles hitting the road.

	 

	Thursday 4 November 2016 The UK new car market experienced modest growth in October following a bumper plate-change month in September, according to figures published today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). 180,168 cars were driven off the UK's forecourts last month as registrations grew 1.4%.
Fleet registrations drove the growth, with demand rising 4.2%, while registrations to private buyers fell by 1.1% as the market, currently at an all-time high, stabilises after a lengthy period of growth. Alternatively fuelled vehicles continued to grow in popularity, rising 12.4% in October and 23.3% in the year so far to 75,987 registrations – the highest ever level achieved in the first 10 months of the year. Year-to-date performance for the overall market remains ahead by 2.5%, with 2,330,663 new cars registered.
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “September’s number plate change is always a hard act to follow so the market’s growth in October, albeit moderate, is welcome news. Low interest rates, affordable finance packages and a range of exciting new models helped attract buyers into showrooms and we now look to government to ensure consumer and business confidence remains buoyant.”
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	Notes to editors

The attached tables show registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Providing that SMMT is cited as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT. November 2016 new car registration figures will be released on Monday 5 December 2016 at 09:00.

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £71.6 billion turnover and £18.9 billion value added. With some 169,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 814,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 12.0% of total UK export of goods and invests £2.5 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by more than 2,000 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2016 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts16.
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