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SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
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Hi-res charts available via Dropbox: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/i7ph358t551lq53/AACZttHHte3HeKug0IJgAwyTa?dl=0 

Double digit decline for UK car market in October as government urged to restore confidence in new cleaner diesels
· UK new car market declines again in October – down -12.2% to 158,192 units.
· Heavy losses for diesel as demand falls by almost a third, with -29.9% fewer registrations.
· Year to date registrations decrease -4.6%.

Monday 6 November 2017 The UK new car market declined for a seventh consecutive month in October, with 158,192 new units registered, according to figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). Demand fell by -12.2% in the month, as falling confidence among buyers continued to impact the market. 
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Declines were seen across all sectors, with business and fleet demand down -26.8% and -13.0% respectively. Meanwhile, dealers reported -10.1% fewer private buyers taking delivery of new cars in the month. 
 
Alternatively Fuelled Vehicle (AFV) demand continued to rise, up 36.9% to 8,244 registrations, while petrol models enjoyed a more modest growth of 2.7%. However, these gains were unable to offset heavy losses 
in the diesel segment, as continuing consumer concerns resulted in its biggest hit yet, with demand 
down -29.9%. 
 
Year-to-date, the overall market is down -4.6% on 2016 levels, with 2,224,603 cars registered in the first 10 months. This aligns with SMMT’s latest forecast for 2017, published last week, with the market expected to end the year on 2.565 million units – a -4.7% decline.1
 
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “Declining business and consumer confidence is undoubtedly affecting demand in the new car market but this is being compounded by confusion over government policy on diesel. Consumers need urgent reassurance that the latest, low emission diesel cars on sale will not face any bans, charges or other restrictions, anywhere in the UK. We urge the Government to use the forthcoming Autumn Budget to restore stability to the market, encouraging the purchase of the latest low emission vehicles as fleet renewal is the fastest and most effective way of addressing air quality concerns.” 
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Notes to editors

1. Latest SMMT new car forecast published 2 November 2017: https://www.smmt.co.uk/2017/11/uk-new-car-van-registrations-forecast-october-2017/ 

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £77.5 billion turnover and £21.5 billion value added. With some 169,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 814,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 13.0% of total UK export of goods and invests £2.75 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.
More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2017 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts17.
Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
SMMT media contacts
Keely Scanlan, 020 7344 9222, kscanlan@smmt.co.uk 
Paul Mauerhoff, 020 7344 9233, pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk 
Katie Andrews, 020 7344 1610, kandrews@smmt.co.uk
Emma Butcher, 020 7344 9263, ebutcher@smmt.co.uk
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Ford Fiesta
Volkswagen Golf

Ford Focus

Nissan Qashqai
Mercedes-Benz A Class
Kia Sportage

Audi A3
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Ford Kuga
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Volkswagen Golf

Ford Focus
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Vauxhall Astra
Mercedes-Benz C Class
MINI

Mercedes-Benz A Class
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October Total : Diesel Petrol : AFV Private : Fleet Business
2017 158,192 © 62,349 87,599 8,244 69,937 83,931 4,324
2016 180,168 : 88,888 85,259 6,021 77,787 96,474 5,907

% change “122% : -29.9% 2.7% 36.9% -10.1% -13.0% -26.8%
Mkt share 2017 © 39.4% 55.4% 5.2% L4.2% 53.1% 2.7%

Mkt share 2016 49.3% 47.3% 3.3% 43.2% 53.5% 3.3%
Year-to-date : Total : Diesel Petrol AFV Private Fleet Business
2017 L 2224603 946537 © 1,175697: 102,369 : 992,910 1,143,937 87,756
2016 £ 2,330663 1,112,655 @ 1,142,044 75964 : 1,060,560 : 1,179,303 - 90,794

% change -46% : -14.9% 2.9% 34.8% -6.4% -3.0% - -3.3%

Mkt share 2017 42.5% 52.8% 4.6% 44,.6% 51.4% - 3.9%

Mkt share 2016 47.7% 49.0% 3.3% 45.5% 506%  : 3.9%
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