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SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
6 October 2015 (data for September 2015)


New 65-plate takes UK new car registrations to September record

1. 462,517 new cars registered last month – a rise of 8.6% and the highest September on record.
1. Increased demand seen across all fuel types, and from private, fleet and business buyers.
1. New number plate means September is traditionally one of the biggest months of the year.
1. Year-to-date total registrations pass two million in September for the first time since 2004.

Tuesday 6 October 2015 New car registrations in the UK reached their highest-ever September total last month, according to figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). 462,517 cars were registered in September as buyers took advantage of a range of competitive deals on the latest 65-plate, making it the 43rd consecutive month of growth in the market.

The total number of cars registered in 2015 so far is 2,096,886 – 7.1% higher than at the same point last year. It is the first time that the two million mark has been passed in September since 2004.

Gains were made across all market sectors – private, fleet and business – while petrol, diesel and alternatively-fuelled vehicles all saw increased demand. In line with typical performance so far this year, registrations of diesel and petrol cars in September grew 4.1% and 12.3% respectively, and alternatively-fuelled vehicles (AFVs) recorded another strong month with volumes up 21.7%. This puts total year-to-date growth at 3.1% for diesel, 9.5% for petrol and 48.7% for AFVs.

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, "September is traditionally one of the year’s biggest months for new car registrations, and last month set an autumn record. With plenty of attractive, affordable deals available on the new 65-plate, Britain’s car buyers – whether private, fleet or business consumers – were busier than ever. The market reached pre-recession levels some time ago, and we anticipate some levelling off in the coming months. It is too early to draw conclusions, but customer demand for diesel remained strong, accounting for one in two cars registered.” 

New car registrations – rolling-year totals, December 2007 to present

	September
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2015
	462,517
	212,505
	237,896
	12,116
	227,808
	207,702
	27,007

	2014
	425,861
	204,102
	211,801
	9,958
	221,166
	180,268
	24,427

	% change
	8.6%
	4.1%
	12.3%
	21.7%
	3.0%
	15.2%
	10.6%

	Mkt share '15
	 
	45.9%
	51.4%
	2.6%
	49.3%
	44.9%
	5.8%

	Mkt share '14
	 
	47.9%
	49.7%
	2.3%
	51.9%
	42.3%
	5.7%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2015
	2,096,886
	1,004,424
	1,036,181
	56,281
	979,594
	1,027,490
	89,802

	2014
	1,958,196
	974,227
	946,121
	37,848
	956,537
	910,579
	91,080

	% change
	7.1%
	3.1%
	9.5%
	48.7%
	2.4%
	12.8%
	-1.4%

	Mkt share '15
	 
	47.9%
	49.4%
	2.7%
	46.7%
	49.0%
	4.3%

	Mkt share '14
	 
	49.8%
	48.3%
	1.9%
	48.8%
	46.5%
	4.7%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014

	Total cars
	2,131,795
	1,994,999
	2,030,846
	1,941,253
	2,044,609
	2,264,737
	2,476,435

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Best sellers
	September
	 
	 
	 
	Year-to-date

	
	1
	Ford Fiesta
	22,807
	
	1
	Ford Fiesta
	108,054

	
	2
	Vauxhall Corsa
	15,670
	
	2
	Vauxhall Corsa
	72,835

	
	3
	Ford Focus
	14,258
	
	3
	Ford Focus
	69,053

	
	4
	Volkswagen Golf
	13,603
	
	4
	Volkswagen Golf
	59,200

	
	5
	Volkswagen Polo
	11,026
	
	5
	Nissan Qashqai
	49,715

	
	6
	Nissan Qashqai
	10,119
	
	6
	Volkswagen Polo
	45,537

	
	7
	MINI
	8,754
	
	7
	Vauxhall Astra
	42,687

	
	8
	Vauxhall Astra
	7,920
	
	8
	Audi A3
	38,253

	
	9
	Vauxhall Mokka
	7,670
	
	9
	MINI
	35,679

	
	10
	Fiat 500
	7,460
	
	10
	Mercedes-Benz C Class
	35,505




Notes to editors

The attached tables show registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Providing that SMMT is cited as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT. October 2015 new car registration figures will be released on 5 November 2015 at 09:00.

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £69.5 billion turnover and £15.5 billion value added. With some 160,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and in excess of 799,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 11.8% of total UK export of goods and invests £2.4 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by around 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
Media contacts
Ben Foulds			020 7344 9222		bfoulds@smmt.co.uk
Francesca Fleming			020 7344 9206		ffleming@smmt.co.uk 
Lucy Bielby			020 7344 1610		lbielby@smmt.co.uk 
Emma Butcher			020 7344 9263		ebutcher@smmt.co.uk 
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