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SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
5 October 2017 (data for September 2017)
Hi-res charts available via Dropbox: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ia8g1394i842nm0/AAA8eDNY-6L3_YKiyuW_A_Fya?dl=0 
Demand for new cars declines in September as consumer and business confidence falls 
· UK new car market falls for sixth consecutive month in September – down -9.3% to 426,170 units.
· First time the important September market has fallen in six years.1 
· Demand for alternatively fuelled vehicles continues to accelerate, up 41.0% last month, while petrol falls -1.2% and diesel declines -21.7%. 

Thursday 5 October 2017 The UK new car market declined for a sixth consecutive month in September, with 426,170 new units registered, according to figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). Registrations fell by -9.3% in this key month, as economic and political uncertainty, and confusion over air quality plans led to a fall in consumer confidence.
Demand from business, fleet and private buyers all fell in September, down -5.2%, -10.1% and -8.8% respectively. Meanwhile, registrations fell across all body types except dual-purpose, which grew 2.4%. The biggest declines were seen at opposite ends of the market with both luxury saloons and superminis falling 
-36.4% and 21.2% respectively.
Demand for alternatively fuelled vehicles (AFVs) continued to accelerate in September however, surging 41.0% in the month and 34.6% year-to-date, with nearly 95,000 leaving forecourts this year. However, this couldn’t compensate for declines in registrations of petrol cars, down -1.2%, and, especially, diesel which fell for the sixth consecutive month, down -21.7%. 
Confusion surrounding air quality plans has inevitably led to a drop in consumer and business demand for diesel vehicles, which is undermining the roll out of the latest low emissions models and thwarting the ambitions of both industry and government to meet challenging CO2 targets. Indeed, if new diesel registrations continue on this negative trend, UK average new car CO2 levels could actually rise this year, the first time such an increase would have occurred since average CO2 emissions were recorded.2 So far this year 485,067 diesel vehicles have been produced in the UK, and maintaining strong demand for the latest new diesel vehicles is essential for the health of the UK automotive sector that employs over 814,000 people.  
Year-to-date, new car registrations have fallen -3.9%. But, overall, the market remains at a historically high levels with over 2 million vehicles hitting UK roads so far this year. 
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “September is always a barometer of the health of the UK new car market so this decline will cause considerable concern. Business and political uncertainty is reducing buyer confidence, with consumers and businesses more likely to delay big ticket purchases. The confusion surrounding air quality plans has not helped, but consumers should be reassured that all the new diesel and petrol models on the market will not face any bans or additional charges. Manufacturers’ scrappage schemes are proving popular and such schemes are to be encouraged given fleet renewal is the best way to address environmental issues in our towns and cities.”
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Notes to editors

1. The September market last declined in 2011, by -0.8%. 
2. UK average new car CO2 levels have been recorded since 2000. 




About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for more than £77.5 billion turnover and £21.5 billion value added. With some 169,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 814,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 12.0% of total UK export of goods and invests £2.75 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build in excess of 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.
More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2017 publication at www.smmt.co.uk/facts17.
Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
SMMT media contacts
Keely Scanlan, 020 7344 9222, kscanlan@smmt.co.uk 
Paul Mauerhoff, 020 7344 9233, pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk 
Eleanor Fricker, 020 7344 1667, efricker@smmt.co.uk
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SEPTEMBER 2017

Nissan Qashqai
Volkswagen Golf

Ford Fiesta

Ford Focus

Vauxhall Corsa
Volkswagen Polo

MINI

Nissan Juke
Mercedes-Benz A Class
Mercedes-Benz C Class

13,499
12,800
10,826
10,235
8,562
8,189
8,137
7,757
7,672
7,584
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YEAR-TO-DATE

Ford Fiesta

Ford Focus
Volkswagen Golf
Nissan Qashqai
Vauxhall Corsa
Vauxhall Astra
Volkswagen Polo
Mercedes-Benz C Class
MINI

Mercedes-Benz A Class

75,814
57,526
57,018
53,197
46,600
41,250
40,455
39,055
36,784
34,547
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September Total : Diesel Petrol : AFV Private : Fleet Business
2017 426,170 © 170,732 232,810 © 22628 @ 204,055 200289 © 21,826
2016 469,696 : 217,974 235670 : 16,052 : 223,777 222,887 - 23,032
% change 93% :  -21.7% -1.2% 41.0% -8.8% -10.1% -5.2%
Mkt share 2017 L 401% 54.6% 5.3% 47.9% 47.0% 5.1%
Mkt share 2016 46.4% 50.2% 3.4% 47.6% 47.5% 4.9%
Year-to-date : Total : Diesel Petrol @ AFV Private : Fleet Business
2017 © 2,066,411 883,574 1,088,712: 94,125 © 922,983 1,059,999 83429
2016 © 2,150,495 : 1,023,767 : 1,056,785 69,943 : 982773 1,082,835 : 84,887
% change -39% : -13.7% 3.0% 34.6% -6.1% -2.1% - -1.7%
Mkt share 2017 42.8% 52.7% 4.6% 4L4.7% 513% - 40%
Mkt share 2016 47.6% 49.1% 3.3% 45.7% 504%  : 3.9%
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