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SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
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Hi-res charts available via Dropbox: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/4oxm5k6l3khrgs7/AAAeYHqlTPIQVo2cVaQRqgTaa?dl=0 

Record demand for alternatively fuelled cars in November but overall UK market falls -1.3% 

· UK new car market falls -1.3% in November with 156,621 models registered. 
· For second consecutive month, alternatively fuelled vehicles reach record market share of 10.2%.
· Market performance year-to-date down -2.7% with 2.2 million cars registered for UK roads. 
Thursday 5 December, 2019 The UK new car market fell -1.3% in November, with 156,621 models registered, according to figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). This maintains the downward trend for new car registrations throughout 2019, as multiple factors, including weak business and consumer confidence, economic uncertainty and confusion over diesel and clean air zones, combined to affect demand.
In November, the decline was driven primarily by weak private demand, registrations down -6.1%, while the business market also fell, down -3.2%, but fleet registrations fared better, up 2.8%. For the second consecutive month, total alternatively fuelled vehicle (AFV) registrations reached a record market share, with more than one in 10 cars joining UK roads either hybrid, plug-in hybrid or pure electric – equivalent to 16,052 cars.  
Demand for the latest battery electric cars surged by 228.8%, with 4,652 registered, while the markets for plug-in hybrids and hybrids also rose by 34.8% and 15.0% respectively. Elsewhere, petrol grew 2.0%, taking the lion’s share of all registrations (62.2%), as diesel fell -27.2%. Year-to-date, the overall UK new car market is down -2.7%, with 2.2 million cars registered, in line with current industry forecasts. 
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “These are challenging times for the UK new car market, with another fall in November reflecting the current climate of uncertainty. It’s good news, however, to see registrations of electrified cars surging again, and 2020 will see manufacturers introduce plenty of new, exciting models to give buyers even more choice. Nevertheless, there is still a long way to go for these vehicles to become mainstream and, to grow uptake further, we need fiscal incentives, investment in charging infrastructure and a more confident consumer.”
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Notes to editors


About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £82 billion turnover and £18.6 billion value added. With some 168,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 823,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 14.4% of total UK export of goods and invests £3.75 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2019 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts19

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

SMMT media contacts
Keely Scanlan, 020 7344 9222, kscanlan@smmt.co.uk 
Paul Mauerhoff, 020 7344 9233, pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk 
Aleona Krechetova, 020 7344 9215, akrechetova@smmt.co.uk 
Sam Burnett, 020 7344 1667, sburnett@smmt.co.uk 	
Emma Butcher, 020 7344 9263, ebutcher@smmt.co.uk
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BEV - Battery Electric Vehicle; PHEV - Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicle; HEV - Hybrid Electric Vehicle,
MHEYV - Mild Hybrid Electric Vehicle
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Ford Fiesta 73,665
Volkswagen Golf 54,409
Vauxhall Corsa 53,637
Ford Focus 53,358
Mercedes-Benz A-Class 50,674
Nissan Qashqai 50,014
Ford Kuga 38,031
MINI 37,203
Volkswagen Polo 34,738

Kia Sportage 32,825
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