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SMMT USED CAR SALES (data for Q3 2021)
Strictly embargoed until 00:01, Tuesday 9 November 2021 
Hi-res charts available via Dropbox: 
 
Used car transaction fall -6.3% in third quarter but number of used plug-ins soar

· UK used car transactions dropped by -6.2% against strong Q3 2020 to 2,034,342 units.
· Sales increased by 16.4% over the year-to-date but remain -4.0% down 2019 pre-pandemic average.
· The number of battery electric vehicles changing hands increased by 54.6%, while petrol and diesel fell -6.9% and -7.7%. 

Tuesday 9 November, 2021 The UK’s used car market fell -6.2% in the third quarter of 2021 according to the latest figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). 2,034,342 vehicles changed hands, down -2.0% on 2019 pre-pandemic levels, making it the weakest performing quarter three since 2015.1 

Following strong growth in Q3 2020, spurred by the re-opening of showrooms and easing lockdown measures, the used car market saw declines in transaction in each month with July, August and September 2021 all falling by -4.9%, -5.9% and -7.9% respectively.2

Thanks to record sales earlier in the year, over the year-to-date the used market remains 16.4% up on 2020 to 5,889,602 units, an increase of over 829,781 over the same period last year. However, the market is -4.0%, or 241,160 units off the 2019 total. 
  
Reflecting recent trends in both the new and used markets, the demand for used battery electric (BEV) and plug-in hybrid (PHEV) vehicles continued to grow in Q3. Thanks to an increased supply of the latest, green technology, buoyed by growing demand from an ever-growing number of new models, buyers are keen to get their hands on these vehicles with the market share for plug-in vehicles increasing to 1.4%, up from 0.9% the previous year. Indeed, BEV and PHEV transactions increased by 56.4% and 43.3% respectively to 14,182 and 14,262. 

Despite the 29,172 plug-in vehicles changing hands during Q3, the used car market for EVs is still struggling to match the pace of the numbers seen in the new car market. As the UK seeks to transition to a zero-emission future, the scale of the task to transform the used car parc away from traditional fuels remains a challenge. 

Petrol and diesel powertrains continued to dominate the used car market’s transaction during the quarter, comprising 96.6% of the market share or some 1,959,955 units, but both saw the numbers of vehicles changing hands decline by -6.9% and -7.7% respectively. 

Whilst superminis continue to be the most popular body type, comprising a third of the market (33.0%), followed by lower medium (26.0%) and dual purpose (13.0%), all segments saw declines with MPVs seeing the biggest fall of -13.1% during the third quarter. 

Black remains the most popular colour choice with more than 436,500 transactions, followed by silver/aluminium and blue. Only two colours saw their sales increasing during Q3 with orange increasing by 2.6% and brown by 1.1%.

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “Despite the used car market declining in the third quarter of 2021, record sales earlier in the year, particularly in the second quarter, means over the year to date, the number of used cars changing hands has increased. This is unsurprising given the coronavirus pandemic has led to a shortage of semiconductors needed to produce new vehicles and the increased need for personal mobility. A buoyant used car market is crucial to supporting new car transactions, but it is critical that we have a healthy new car market in order to accelerate much needed leet renewal, which allows motorists to replace their older and less efficient vehicles with the latest, cleanest models, improving air quality and carbon emissions in the process.” 

Notes to editors 
1. Q3 2015 – 1,991,151
2. Q3 2020 – 2,168,599
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £78.9 billion turnover and £15.3 billion value added. With some 180,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 864,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 13% of total UK export of goods and invests more than £3 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.
More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2021 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts21
Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
Media contacts:
Paul Mauerhoff                       07809 522181	pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk  
James Boley                           07927 668565	jboley@smmt.co.uk 
Aleona Krechetova                 07912 799959	akrechetova@smmt.co.uk 
Daniel Zealander                    07546 415205	dzealander@smmt.co.uk        
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