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SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
6 January 2012 (data for December and full year 2011)

NEWS RELEASE NUMBER:  4973					           	        FOR RELEASE:  IMMEDIATE

New car market betters forecast but was down 4.4% in 2011 to 1.94 million

1. New car demand totalled 1,941,253 units in 2011, down 4.4% on 2010, but ahead of the 1.92 million forecast.
1. Registrations in December fell by 3.7% to 119,188 units and the market was down 1.8% in quarter four.
1. Diesel and alternatively fuelled cars both took record market shares over the year. 
1. Average new car CO2 emissions fell to a new low of 138.1g/km in 2011, down 4.2% on the 2010 level.
1. The market is forecast to be broadly stable in 2012, with firmer recovery expected in 2013.
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“2011 proved to be a challenging year for the UK motor industry. Total new car registrations were slightly ahead of industry expectations at 1.94 million units, still down 4.4% on 2010,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT Chief Executive. “Weak economic growth will make trading conditions tough in 2012, but record numbers of new and updated models, significantly improved fuel efficiency and exciting new technologies will help to encourage consumers into showrooms. Business and consumer confidence will be the key to a successful year, so it will be important that government delivers on its growth strategy and helps to resolve instability in the Euro Zone.”



Monthly new car registrations, 2010 and 2011


Annual new car registrations, 2004 to 2013


Notes
 *SIS refers to the Scrappage Incentive Scheme
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £49 billion turnover and £10 billion value added. With over 700,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for more than 10% of total UK exports and invests £1.3 billion each year in automotive R&D. For more details, see SMMT’s 12th Annual Sustainability Report and Motor Industry Facts at www.smmt.co.uk/publications.  

To view the full year 2011 new car registrations round up video with Paul Everitt, SMMT Chief Executive, click here.   
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Average new car miles per gallon (mpg) and CO2 g/km, 2004 to 2011


Distribution of new car market by mpg 2004 and 2011



Diesel share of the UK new car market, 2004 to 2013

Note: 2004 comparison data is shown in these charts, as average age of all cars in use is seven years.



	December
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2011
	119,188
	60,570
	56,763
	1,855
	45,300
	67,161
	6,727

	2010
	123,817
	62,507
	59,918
	1,392
	52,083
	64,003
	7,731

	% change
	-3.7%
	-3.1%
	-5.3%
	33.3%
	-13.0%
	4.9%
	-13.0%

	Mkt share '11
	
	50.8%
	47.6%
	1.6%
	38.0%
	56.3%
	5.6%

	Mkt share '10
	
	50.5%
	48.4%
	1.1%
	42.1%
	51.7%
	6.2%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2011
	1,941,253
	981,594
	934,203
	25,456
	823,094
	1,019,126
	99,033

	2010
	2,030,846
	936,406
	1,071,575
	22,865
	958,005
	973,233
	99,608

	% change
	-4.4%
	4.8%
	-12.8%
	11.3%
	-14.1%
	4.7%
	-0.6%

	Mkt share '11
	
	50.6%
	48.1%
	1.3%
	42.4%
	52.5%
	5.1%

	Mkt share '10
	
	46.1%
	52.8%
	1.1%
	47.2%
	47.9%
	4.9%

	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	

	Best sellers
	December
	 
	 
	 
	   Year-to-date

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	1
	Fiesta
	5,411
	
	1
	Fiesta
	96,112

	
	2
	Corsa
	5,258
	
	2
	Focus
	81,832

	
	3
	Astra
	4,856
	
	3
	Corsa
	77,751

	
	4
	Focus
	4,047
	
	4
	Golf
	63,368

	
	5
	Golf
	4,031
	
	5
	Astra
	62,575

	
	6
	Polo
	2,742
	
	6
	Insignia
	46,324

	
	7
	MINI
	2,706
	
	7
	Polo
	45,992

	
	8
	Qashqai
	2,580
	
	8
	3 Series
	42,471

	
	9
	Insignia
	2,494
	
	9
	Qashqai
	39,406

	
	10
	I10
	2,411
	 
	10
	MINI
	35,845



Market edges down in 2011, after more stable second half. Hope for stability in 2012 against difficult setting.
· New car registrations fell by 89,593 units in 2011 to 1,941,253 units. The 4.4% decline over 2010 followed a weak start to the year, with volumes set against Scrappage aided markets till mid year. In the second half of 2011 the market was down just 1.1% on a year ago.

· Registrations in December fell 3.7%, the 10th monthly decline in the year, but volumes were again just ahead of SMMT’s forecast.

· The full year market was some 18,000 units or 0.9% ahead of SMMT’s forecast for 2011, as set in September. At that time the new car market in 2012 was expected to hold at 1.964 million units and grow to 2.047 million units in 2013. Since those forecasts were made independent forecasts for the UK economy have been downgraded, with concerns in particular over the Euro Zone crisis and consumer confidence.

· Registrations in 2011 were supported by fleet sales, with the private market recording a drop in volumes.

· Diesel and alternatively-fuelled cars both took record shares of the market in 2011, with diesel volumes surpassing petrol volumes for the first time. 

· Vehicle manufacturers have delivered more efficient and lower CO2 emitting vehicles to the market which helped see average new car CO2 emissions fall to a new low of 138.1g/km, 4.2% down on the 2010 level of 144.2g/km and 23.7% below the 2000 figure of 181.0g/km.

· The Ford Fiesta was the best selling new car in 2011, with the VW Golf the best selling diesel model. The Supermini segment remains the largest in the UK, with a market share almost unchanged on 2010 at 36.3%. The Executive, Luxury Saloon and Dual Purpose segments all recorded growth in registrations in 2011.

The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Providing that www.smmt.co.uk is acknowledged as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT. January 2012 new car registration figures will be released on 6 February 2012 at 09:00.
#REF!	J	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	1	J	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	145479	68686	397383	148793	153095	195226	136446	55305	335246	131495	139875	123817	SIS	128811	63424	366101	137746	150431	183125	131634	59346	332476	134944	134027	119188	#REF!	J	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	1	2010	J	F	M	A	M	J	J	A	S	O	N	D	119296	55149	345741	138997	148819	193893	136328	55305	335246	131495	139875	123817	2011	128811	63424	366101	137746	150431	183125	131634	59346	332476	134944	134027	119188	


Actual	04	05	06	07	08	09	10	11	12	13	2567269	2439717	2344864	2404007	2131795	1994999	2030846	1941253	Forecast @Sept '11	04	05	06	07	08	09	10	11	12	13	1941253	1963600	2046500	
MPG (left axis)	04	05	06	07	08	09	10	11	42.6	43.2	43.7	44.3	46.1	48.6	50.4	52.5	CO2 (right axis)	04	05	06	07	08	09	10	11	171.4	169.4	167.2	164.9	158	149.5	144.19999999999999	138.1	MPG
CO2 g/km

2004
Percentage	>	 70 mpg (0%)	55 to 70 mpg (7%)	50 to 55 mpg (10%)	45 to 50 mpg (23%)	35 to 45 mpg (41%)	<	 35 mpg (19%)	1.0000000000000029E-4	7.3300000000000004E-2	0.1004	0.22819999999999999	0.40550000000000008	0.1925	


2011	>	 70 mpg (3%)	55 to 70 mpg (35%) 	50 to 55 mpg (20%)	45 to 50 mpg (17%)	35 to 45 mpg (21%)	<	 35 mpg (4%)	Percent:	64572	685257	391834	335478	386778	77226	52.51	Percentage	>	 70 mpg (3%)	55 to 70 mpg (35%) 	50 to 55 mpg (20%)	45 to 50 mpg (17%)	35 to 45 mpg (21%)	<	 35 mpg (4%)	Percent:	3.3300000000000003E-2	0.35300000000000031	0.20190000000000033	0.17280000000000001	0.1993	3.9800000000000002E-2	1	
Actual	04	05	06	07	08	09	10	11	12	13	0.27300000000000002	0.36802916075922054	0.38318682874571924	0.40242644884145601	0.43559770052936608	0.41727138710345313	0.46109158449237414	0.50563858573219589	0.505	0.50600000000000001	
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