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UK new car market falls in ‘exceptional’ September as supply issues bite
	
· UK new car market falls -20.5% in September to 338,834 units as regulatory changes impact supply.
· Volumes down across all sectors, as testing backlogs affect consumer, fleet and business deliveries.
· Industry welcomes tough new certification test, with even greater range of new-tech cars on way.
Thursday 4 October, 2018 The UK new car market fell by -20.5% in September, according to the latest figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). 338,834 vehicles were registered in the month, down around 87,000 on the previous year as new testing requirements continue to affect supply and distort the market. 
The impact was felt across the board, with registrations by private consumers, fleets and businesses all declining, by -20.1%, -22.4% and -6.3% respectively. Registrations of petrol and diesel cars also fell, while hybrids and plug-in electrics fared better, up a modest 3.9%.
 
Declines were seen across almost every vehicle segment, with MPVs and Specialist Sports cars showing the biggest falls, down -54.8 and -50.9%. Luxury saloons were the only segment to register growth, up +3.5%, while Dual Purpose cars, which have enjoyed strong growth over the year to date, held steadier than most, falling just -3.5% in the month.
 
September’s large decline follows an unusually high August and a turbulent first eight months of the year as the market responded to a raft of upheavals, from confusion over diesel policy to VED changes and, latterly, transition to the new WLTP emissions standards. Year-to-date performance is currently 
-7.5% behind 2017, reflecting these factors and a drop in business and consumer confidence. Over the coming months, however, some rebalancing is expected as an increasing range of new models are certified for sale and backlogs ease.
 
Mike Hawes, SMMT chief executive, said, “With the industry given barely a year to reapprove the entire European model line-up, it’s no surprise that we’ve seen bottlenecks and a squeeze on supply. These are exceptional circumstances with similar declines seen in other major European markets. The good news is that, as backlogs ease, consumers and businesses can look forward to a raft of exciting high-tech cars and a market keen to recover lost momentum.”
 
From 1 September, all cars sold in the EU have to undergo a new test called the Worldwide Harmonised Light Vehicle Test Procedure (WLTP). The test measures all regulated emissions, as well as CO2 and fuel economy. Like the old test it replaces, it is conducted in controlled laboratory conditions for consistency across every test and every new vehicle in every country. However, it is conducted at faster speeds, over a longer distance and is more dynamic, with a greater range of vehicle and engine speeds, engine load, gear changes and temperatures, while also taking into account modern vehicle technology. And, because it is based upon some half a million miles of real driving data, it is far closer to the conditions most people experience on the road today.
 
In addition, new cars will also need to prove their air quality credentials ‘on the road’ by passing the new Real Driving Emissions (RDE) test. This rigorous test, which takes around four days to complete, is supplementary to WLTP and uses specially calibrated state-of-the-art portable emissions measurement (PEMS) equipment. This very sensitive equipment analyses the trace tailpipe emissions of pollutants while the car is driven in a wide range of both every-day and extreme conditions, from stop-start inner-city, to open road driving, and even at rarely, if ever, encountered speeds of 100mph and altitudes equivalent to Ben Nevis.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mike Hawes said, “Thanks to more realistic performance data, car buyers will be better informed to choose the cars that best suit their driving needs in full confidence that they are the cleanest and most fuel-efficient ever produced.”
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Notes to editors

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £82 billion turnover and £20.2 billion value added. With some 186,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 856,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 12.8% of total UK export of goods and invests £3.65 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2018 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts18

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

SMMT media contacts
Katie Andrews, 020 7344 1610, kandrews@smmt.co.uk 
Paul Mauerhoff, 0207 344 9233, pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk 	
Sam Burnett, 020 7344 1667, sburnett@smmt.co.uk 
Emma Butcher, 020 7344 9263, ebutcher@smmt.co.uk
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September Total Diesel Petrol AFV Private | Fleet Business
2018 33883 98,191 217,136 23507 : 162972 155417 0 20,445
2017 426170 : 170733 : 232809 i 22628 | 204045 200297 | 21,828

% change 205% G -425% -6.7% 39%  -20.1% -22.4% 63%
Mkt share '18 29.0% 64.1% 69% : 481% 459% 6.0%

Mkt share '17 40.1% 54.6% 53%  47.9% 47.0% 5.1%
Year-to-date | Total Diesel : Petrol : AFV : Private Fleet : Business
2018 1910820 © 607,092 1,189,154 114574 | 859,109 974922 76,789
2017 2086411 © 884,188 : 1088008 94,125 : 922,967 1,060,011 © 83433

% change 75% G -313% G 93% 21.7% 80%  : -80%
Mkt share '18 318% i 622% 60% 510%  : 40%

Mkt share '17 @28% 1 527% 46% 513% 40%
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BEST SELLERS
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SEPTEMBER 2018

Ford Fiesta 12,227
Vauxhall Corsa 10,660
Mercedes-Benz A-Class 8,005
Nissan Qashqai 7,033
MINI 6,931
Nissan Juke 6,710
Kia Sportage 6,309
BMW 1 Series 6,280
Ford Focus 6,177

Ford Kuga 6,018
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YEAR-TO-DATE

Ford Fiesta
Volkswagen Golf
Vauxhall Corsa
Nissan Qashqai
Ford Focus
Volkswagen Polo
MINI

Ford Kuga

79,416
52,162
43,481
41,943
40,222
34,353
33,876
32,480

Mercedes-Benz A-Class 31,800

Kia Sportage

28,779
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