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SMMT NEW BUS & COACH REGISTRATIONS 
16 February 2023 (data for Q4 & FY 2022)
Hi-res charts available via Dropbox: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/nizyv7bszhxevvm/AAA0E31ynRjZ4i9ZZdvUdvCja?dl=0 

Bus and coach market declines in 2022 with net zero funding needed for recovery
 
· Demand for new buses and coaches declines by -1.6% in 2022, with 3,411 units joining UK roads.
· Single-deck bus registrations grow 40.6%, but minibuses – the largest volume segment – fall 
by -13.2%.
· Despite growth from Q1 to Q3, a particularly slow Q4, down -30.1%, rounds off weakest year since records began.
· Sector looks to government’s Zero Emission Bus Regional Area funding and passenger incentives to boost zero emission recovery in 2023.	
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Thursday 16 February, 2023 UK new bus and coach registrations fell by -1.6% in 2022 with 3,411 new single-deck, double-deck buses and minibuses joining Britain’s roads, according to figures published today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). A particularly weak Q4, which saw registrations decline -30.1%, offset growth recorded during the first nine months of the year,1 amid signs that ridership levels were beginning to recover.2 However, passenger numbers remain below pre-pandemic 2019 levels as operators continue to face significant financial constraints on fleet renewal.
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The overall decline in 2022 was driven by minibuses weighing up to six tonnes and with 17 seats, the largest segment by volume, which fell -13.2% to 2,010 units. Single-deck bus registrations, however, grew by 40.6% to 1,056 units, while double-deck deliveries declined by -14.0%, representing 345 units. As single- and double-deck buses are leading the way in the rollout of affordable, zero emission mass mobility, it is crucial that funding is delivered to all regions of the UK to boost the sector’s ability to renew fleets with the latest technology.	
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As Britain’s bus fleet is essential to delivering Net Zero and providing vital mobility to people across the country, six successive years of decline mean action is needed urgently to restore confidence. The sector is relatively advanced in its green transition, with the proportion of the bus parc that is zero emission already on par with cars at the end of 2021, helping to improve air quality and reduce CO2. Rollout has been accelerated by the Zero Emission Bus Regional Area (ZEBRA) scheme, with further deliveries expected this year. Progress, however, will depend on a smooth and timely funding process.
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Government initiatives such as the Bus Fare Cap Grant can raise operator confidence in passenger numbers but longer term commitments to increase ridership following the pandemic are needed to create the right conditions for operators to invest. In doing so, the sector can deliver affordable, zero emission mass mobility, serving communities across the UK and protecting jobs and livelihoods in the process.
 
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “The bus and coach market is essential to our net zero targets and, as ridership levels begin to show signs of recovery, a long-term, sustainable commitment to green investment is needed. In particular, ZEBRA funding must be delivered more swiftly, ensuring rollout of the latest, zero emission buses and coaches to regions across the UK, improving air quality and the passenger experience.”
Notes to editors
1 2022 is the weakest performing year since records began in 1996.
2 Latest UK government quarterly bus statistics, England, April to June 2022
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting the industry to government, stakeholders and the media. 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy and integral to supporting the delivery of the agendas for levelling up, net zero, advancing global Britain, and the plan for growth. Automotive-related manufacturing contributes £67 billion turnover and £14 billion value added to the UK economy, and typically invests around £3 billion each year in R&D. With more than 182,000 people employed in manufacturing and some 780,000 in total across the wider automotive industry, we account for 10% of total UK goods exports with more than 150 countries importing UK produced vehicles, generating £77 billion of trade. 
Some 25 manufacturing brands build over 50+ models of vehicles in the UK, plus an array of specialist small volume manufacturers, supported by some 2,500 supply chain businesses and some of the world's most skilled engineers. Many of these jobs are outside London and the Southeast, with wages that are around 14% higher than the UK average. The automotive sector also supports jobs in other key sectors – including advertising, finance and logistics.
More detail on UK Automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts publication at www.smmt.co.uk/reports/smmt-motor-industry-facts/
Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
SMMT media contacts
Paul Mauerhoff                       07809 522181            pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk  
James Boley                           07927 668565            jboley@smmt.co.uk
Rebecca Gibbs                       07708480889             rgibbs@smmt.co.uk
Scott Clarke                            07912 799959            sclarke@smmt.co.uk       
Emma Butcher                        07880 191825            ebutcher@smmt.co.uk
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TOP 5 REGIONS BY VOLUME 2022

South East 930
South West 748
Yorkshire and the Humber 310
Scotland 263
West Midlands 248
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UK BUS AND COACH REGISTRATIONS - QUARTERLY TOTALS:
Q12021 TO DATE
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UK NEW BUS AND COACH REGISTRATIONS: Q4 2022 AND % CHANGE ON 2021

Q4 2022 % change Year-to-date 2022 % change

Minibus <6t 302 -45.9% 2010 -13.2%
Single-deck { 252 } 6.3% ? 1,056 406%
Double-deck 63 -28.4% 345 -14.0%

Bus and coach Total
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NEW BUS AND COACH REGISTRATIONS BY NATION FOR Q4 2022

Q4 2022 Q4 2021 % change YTD 2022 YTD 2021 % change
England 5il2 648 -21.0% 2,784 2,701 31%
Wales ' 26 23 13.0% ‘ 173 120 44.2%
Scotland ! 77 15 -33.0% 263 ! 389 -32.4%
Northern Ireland 2 97 -97.9% 188 252 -25.4%

Total 617 883 -30.1%

*Note: Channel Islands ® Isle of Man registrations not included
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