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UK BUS & COACH REGISTRATIONS
16 November 2022 (data for Q3 2022)
Hi-res charts available via Dropbox: https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/0x3hw7mq2u5di1f14ekqd/h?dl=0&rlkey=15idyuaohsgfc0b6nu0suw75p 
Bus and coach demand falls in Q3 but first ZEV funding delivers optimism
· 754 new buses and coaches join UK roads in Q3, down -11.6% year on year and marking 2022’s first quarter of decline.
· Registrations of minibuses, the largest segment by volume, fall -26.9% but new single and double deckers rise 13.2% and 36.8% respectively.
· YTD registrations up 8.1% overall, with further growth pegged on release of government ZEV funding, as sector calls for accelerated rollout to all regions.

Wednesday 16 November, 2022 Britain’s new bus and coach market fell -11.6% year on year to 754 units in the third quarter of 2022, according to figures published today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). The performance is some -43.7% below an already weak Q3 2019,1 primarily due to a long-term decline in passenger numbers yet to recover from the pandemic.2

Demand for single-deck buses and double deckers, which are at the forefront of urban zero emission mobility in Britain, increased by 13.2% and 36.8% respectively. However, this was not able to offeset a -26.9% decline in newly registered minibuses, the largest segment by volume.

In the year to date, the UK bus and coach market is 8.1% above the first nine months of 2021, at 2,794 units.1 This is thanks to a recovery in Q1 and strong demand for single-deck registrations, up by 56.4% so far this year, however, deliveries of minibuses remain down -2.8% and double deckers by -9.9%. Further, despite this year’s overall growth, registrations remain -29.9% lower than in the same period in 20193 pre-pandemic, when the sector was already subject to long-term decline in passenger levels.

Growth in single and double deck buses and coaches is a positive, with bus orders via government’s Zero Emission Bus Regional Area (ZEBRA) fund now able to be placed in some areas and expected to reach the road in 2023. Such fiscal support is essential to ensuring fleet renewal and services remain on course across Britain amid extremely challenging operating conditions, however, rollout must be accelerated to reach all regions of the UK in time for the sector to deliver on its green goals.

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “During highly challenging operating conditions, growth in bus and coach registrations in the year to date is a cause for optimism, with a rising number of electric models making public transport greener than ever. However, the third quarter decline makes evident that we cannot be complacent in the face of still diminished ridership levels, with more timely delivery of government funding to all regions of the UK needed to ensure affordable, zero emission mass mobility for all.”
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Notes to editors
1 Q3 2019: 1,340  units.
2 UK Government, Annual Bus Statistics: England 2020/21
3 Q1-Q3 2019: 3,985 units.
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting the industry to government, stakeholders and the media. 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy and integral to supporting the delivery of the agendas for levelling up, net zero, advancing global Britain, and the plan for growth. Automotive-related manufacturing contributes £67 billion turnover and £14 billion value added to the UK economy, and typically invest around £3 billion each year in R&D. With more than 182,000 people employed in manufacturing and some 780,000 in total across the wider automotive industry, we account for 10% of total UK goods exports with more than 150 countries importing UK produced vehicles, generating £77 billion of trade. 
More than 25 manufacturers build over 70 models of vehicles in the UK, plus an array of specialist small volume manufacturers, supported by some 5,000 supply chain businesses and some of the world's most skilled engineers. Many of these jobs are outside London and the Southeast, with wages that are around 14% higher than the UK average. The automotive sector also supports jobs in other key sectors – including advertising, finance and logistics
More detail on UK Automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts publication at www.smmt.co.uk/reports/smmt-motor-industry-facts/
Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
SMMT media contacts
Paul Mauerhoff                       07809 522181            pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk
James Boley                           07927 668565            jboley@smmt.co.uk
Rebecca Gibbs                       07708 480889            rgibbs@smmt.co.uk
Scott Clarke                            07912 799959            sclarke@smmt.co.uk
Emma Butcher                        07880 191825            ebutcher@smmt.co.uk
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TOP 5 REGIONS BY VOLUME Q3 2022

Regions

South West : 164
Yorkshire and the Humber ; 135
South East 129

West Midlands : 80

Scotland i 50
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UK BUS AND COACH REGISTRATIONS - QUARTERLY TOTALS:
Q4 2020 TO DATE
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UK NEW BUS AND COACH REGISTRATIONS: Q3 2022 AND % CHANGE ON 2021

Q32022 % change Year-to-date 2022 % change

Minibus <6t 419 -26.9% 1,708 i -2.8%
Single-deck 231 13.2% 804 56.4%

Double-deck 104 i 36.8% 282 -9.9%
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NEW BUS AND COACH REGISTRATIONS BY NATION FOR Q3 2022

Q3 2022 Q3 2021 % change YTD 2021 % change
England 666 695 -4.2% 2,053 10.7%
Wales 17 37 -541% 147 97 51.5%
Scotland 50 99 -438.5% 186 274 -32.1%
Northern Ireland 21 20 5.0% 186 155 20.0%

Total 754 853 -11.6% 8.1%

*Note: Channel Islands R Isle of Man registrations not included
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