September 2003 New Car Registrations - Analysis
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Bumper month for new car market
· The vital September market saw new car registrations climb 1.5 per cent to 439,365 units. 
· Registrations grew for the fourth successive month keeping year-to-date figures 0.5 per cent up on last year's record level.

· Volumes in the third quarter rose 1.4 per cent to 725,465 units.
Private buyers led growth in new car market
· Private demand climbed for the fourth successive month. Registrations jumped 4.1 per cent to boost their monthly share from 49.8 per cent to 51 per cent. 
· Registrations to private buyers were up 1.4 per cent over the year-to-date showing a healthy outlook as the market moves into the last quarter of 2003.
· Business registrations continue to show the best percentage gain over the year-to-date, up 7.6 per cent.
Year-to-date market edges past record tally
· The September market is the largest single monthly market of the year, accounting for nearly 17 per cent of the annual total. 

· The massive September figure has pushed year-to-date registrations up 0.5 per cent, and volumes over the third quarter up 1.4 per cent.

· Demand for the new '53' plate has led to a strong September total keeping registrations up. As we move into the last quarter of 2003, year-to-date figures are keeping pace with
      2002's record level.  

	Top 10 registrations
	

	September
2003
	
	
	
	
	
	YTD

2003

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	18,283
	 Corsa
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	Focus
	102,698

	17,009
	Focus
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	Corsa
	86,425

	15,592
	206
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	Fiesta
	80,431

	14,984
	Fiesta
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	Astra
	79,342

	14,130
	Astra
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	206
	68,350

	11,706
	Clio
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	Clio
	64,656

	10,737
	Golf
	[image: image15.wmf]
	7
	[image: image16.wmf]
	Mégane
	56,754

	10,718
	 3 series
	[image: image17.wmf]
	8
	[image: image18.wmf]
	3 series
	52,889

	10,718
	Mondeo
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	Golf
	52,860

	10,717
	Punto
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	Mondeo
	48,608


NB Peugeot 206 registrations do not include the Estate version
	UK penetration
	
	
	

	
	Sept 

2003
	2002
	
	YTD

2003
	2002

	UK
	
	
	
	
	

	Registrations
	94,863
	96,562
	
	424,184
	478,999

	% change
	-1.8%
	-10.1%
	
	-11.4%
	0.4%

	Market share
	21.6%
	22.3%
	
	20.5%
	23.2%

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cars built outside the UK
	
	
	

	Registrations
	344,502
	336,099
	
	1,648,766
	1,584,237

	% change
	2.5%
	0.1%
	
	4.1%
	6.6%

	Market share
	78.4%
	77.7%
	
	79.5%
	76.8%
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Corsa cruises to top spot
· The Vauxhall Corsa saw the most registrations in September, the first time since February 2000. The Ford Focus slipped to second place after 40 consecutive months at the top but retained a firm grip over year-to-date registrations.
· The Ford Mondeo topped the diesel table for both September and the year-to-date. Diesel registrations rose for the 36th successive month, up 20.8 per cent in September and 16.9 per cent over the year-to-date.
UK-built cars on par with 2002 volumes
· UK manufacturers Jaguar, Land Rover, MINI, MG Rover and Nissan all reported solid growth in September. 
· Registrations of cars built overseas rose by 2.5 per cent in September and 4.1 per cent over the date. Chrysler Jeep, Hyundai, Kia, Mercedes-Benz, Porsche, Saab, smart and Suzuki were among those reporting gains.
Falling UK prices boost registrations
· Since 2001 new car sales have grown to record volumes as falling prices, rising incomes and low interest rates have increased their affordability.
· EuroStat data in the chart opposite shows how car prices have changed across Europe from 1996 to 2003. The steepest decline is in the UK. 
· EC's bi-annual price survey in May 2003 showed that UK car prices are now among the lowest in Europe as cuts in UK list prices were underlined by the recent appreciation of the euro.
· Low interest rates are keeping new cars affordable and great showroom deals are driving private registrations.
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		New Registrations						September 2003

								all cars		% chge

		Month						439,365		1.5%				432661

		YTD						2,072,950		0.5%				2063236

		Last three months						725,465		1.4%				715543

		12 MMAT						2,573,345		0.5%				2559310

		Year		2001				2,458,769		10.7%

				2002				2,563,631		4.3%

		Forecast		2003				2,520,000		-1.7%

				2004				2,420,000		-4.0%

		MMAT - monthly moving annual totals
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		Registrations by customer type

		September 2003				Private		Fleet		Business

				Registrations		224,125		161,248		53,992

				% change		4.1%		-4.3%		10.4%

				Market share		51.0%		36.7%		12.3%

		YTD 2003				Private		Fleet		Business

				Registrations		1,027,692		836,178		209,080

				% change		1.4%		-2.2%		7.6%

				Market share		49.6%		40.3%		10.1%
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