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New car demand falls in January, in line with industry expectations

1. New car registrations fell by 11.5% to 128,811 units in January. 
1. The decline was on par with SMMT’s forecast and, in part, reflects the loss of the Scrappage Incentive Scheme (SIS).
1. The market share for cars with CO2 emissions under 100g/km continues to increase, rising by over 65% in January.
1. Average new car CO2 emissions were 141.5g/km in January, compared with an average of 144.2g/km in 2010.

“New car registrations fell by 11.5% in January. This is in line with SMMT forecasts and marks the beginning of a challenging year for the UK motor industry,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT Chief Executive. “Consumer confidence is low and it is important that government uses the March Budget to help relieve some of the financial pressure on motorists by freezing fuel duty, while providing stability and certainty on motoring taxes. Despite the challenging conditions, the demand for low CO2 emitting and highly fuel efficient cars continues to grow.”
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Notes:
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy with £40 billion turnover and £8.5 billion value added. With over 700,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for over 10% of total UK exports and invests £1 billion each year in R&D. For more details, download SMMT’s 11th annual Sustainability Report or Motor Industry Facts from the SMMT website. Visit the automotive information area of the SMMT website for the vehicle registration data archive.
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Nikki Rooke		nrooke@smmt.co.uk		020 7344 9226




	January
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2011
	128,811
	65,079
	61,932
	1,800
	51,570
	70,448
	6,793

	2010
	145,479
	60,068
	83,567
	1,844
	65,115
	72,726
	7,638

	% change
	-11.5%
	8.3%
	-25.9%
	-2.4%
	-20.8%
	-3.1%
	-11.1%

	Mkt share '11
	
	50.5%
	48.1%
	1.4%
	40.0%
	54.7%
	5.3%

	Mkt share '10
	
	41.3%
	57.4%
	1.3%
	44.8%
	50.0%
	5.3%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2011
	128,811
	65,079
	61,932
	1,800
	51,570
	70,448
	6,793

	2010
	145,479
	60,068
	83,567
	1,844
	65,115
	72,726
	7,638

	% change
	-11.5%
	8.3%
	-25.9%
	-2.4%
	-20.8%
	-3.1%
	-11.1%

	Mkt share '11
	
	50.5%
	48.1%
	1.4%
	40.0%
	54.7%
	5.3%

	Mkt share '10
	
	41.3%
	57.4%
	1.3%
	44.8%
	50.0%
	5.3%

	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	

	Best sellers
	January
	 
	 
	 
	Year-to-date

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	1
	Focus
	7,582
	
	1
	Focus
	7,582

	
	2
	Fiesta
	5,844
	
	2
	Fiesta
	5,844

	
	3
	Astra
	4,510
	
	3
	Astra
	4,510

	
	4
	Corsa
	4,363
	
	4
	Corsa
	4,363

	
	5
	Golf
	4,110
	
	5
	Golf
	4,110

	
	6
	3 Series
	3,184
	
	6
	3 Series
	3,184

	
	7
	Polo
	3,010
	
	7
	Polo
	3,010

	
	8
	Insignia
	2,236
	
	8
	Insignia
	2,236

	
	9
	207
	2,171
	
	9
	207
	2,171

	
	10
	Qashqai
	2,108
	 
	10
	Qashqai
	2,108



Market continues to slow, reflecting loss of scrappage scheme

· New car registrations fell for a seventh consecutive month in January, down 16,668 units, or 11.5% to 128,811 units.

· The January outturn was just ahead of SMMT’s forecast for the month. Several factors may have contributed including the rise in VAT to 20%, uncertainty over the economic setting and potentially a consequence of the bad weather in December. However, the downturn looks to be largely reflective of the loss of the Scrappage Incentive Scheme (SIS). 

· In January 2010, 18% of the market was contributed to by the SIS. With those registrations stripped out, the volume in 2011 was up 8% on last year. The loss of the SIS is expected adversely to affect the market during the first half of 2011. Overall volumes are forecast to decline by 5% in 2011 to 1.93 million cars.

· All sales types recorded falling volumes in January, with the private market showing the steepest decline. 

· Demand for the mini and supermini segment, boosted by the SIS a year ago, fell sharply this January. Demand for executive, luxury, MPV and dual purpose segment cars recovered strongly. 

· Demand for diesel cars rose and their market share was once again over 50% in the month. Alternative fuelled cars matched their record share of 1.4% of the market.

· UK-built cars took a 12.9% share of the January market, unchanged from January 2010.

· The Ford Focus was the best selling new car in January and also the top selling diesel model in the month. 

The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Providing that www.smmt.co.uk is acknowledged as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only.  Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT. The February 2011 new car registration figures will be released at 09:00, 4 March 2011.
NCR	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2.1319999999999997	1.9950000000000001	2.0309999999999997	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2.0309999999999997	1.9300000000000017	2.0209999999999999	New car registrations, millions

CO2 g/km	2008	2009	2010	40544	158	149.5	144.19999999999999	141.5	Average new car CO2 g/km
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