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April market falls, but new incentive scheme introduced
· New car registrations fell 24.0% in April to 133,475 units
· Market has fallen by 245,184 units or 28.5% over the first four months of 2009
· Diesel penetration slipped in April, but demand for small cars continues to grow
· Scrappage incentive scheme that starts on 18 May will hopefully restore volumes
“Today records the 11th successive fall in new car registrations yet the UK motor industry continues to demonstrate its strength and resilience throughout,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive. “Despite the tough conditions, industry is hopeful that its prospects will improve in the coming months and the steps it has taken will provide the basis for a sustained recovery once growth returns. The UK motor industry remains of strategic importance and will play a key part in generating jobs and prosperity into the future.”   
New car registrations by VED bands, Q1 2009 and full year 2000
[image: image1.emf]0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

Up to

100  

A

101-

110 

B

111-

120 

C

121-

130 

D

131-

140 

E

141-

150 

F

151-

165 

G

166-

175 

H

176-

185 

I

186-

200 

J

201-

225 

K

226-

255 

L

Over

255 

M

VED band (CO

2

 g/km)

Share of new car market

2000

Q1 2009


54.6% of new car registrations in the first quarter 2009 fell below 150g/km CO2 compared to just 19% over the full year 2000. The average new car CO2 figure is now 153.5g/km - 4.5% lower than in 2008 and 15.2% below the 2000 level.

	April
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2009
	133,475
	59,712
	72,747
	1,016
	54,118
	72,363
	6,994

	2008
	175,668
	79,819
	94,526
	1,323
	73,963
	92,571
	9,134

	% change
	-24.0%
	-25.2%
	-23.0%
	-23.2%
	-26.8%
	-21.8%
	-23.4%

	Mkt share '09
	
	44.7%
	54.5%
	0.8%
	40.5%
	54.2%
	5.2%

	Mkt share '08
	
	45.4%
	53.8%
	0.8%
	42.1%
	52.7%
	5.2%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2009
	613,833
	271,043
	338,558
	4,232
	277,957
	300,692
	35,184

	2008
	859,017
	366,397
	486,630
	5,990
	380,497
	421,619
	56,901

	% change
	-28.5%
	-26.0%
	-30.4%
	-29.3%
	-26.9%
	-28.7%
	-38.2%

	Mkt share '09
	
	44.2%
	55.2%
	0.7%
	45.3%
	49.0%
	5.7%

	Mkt share '08
	
	42.7%
	56.6%
	0.7%
	44.3%
	49.1%
	6.6%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Top ten best sellers
	April
	 
	 
	 
	Year-to-date

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	1
	Focus
	8,974
	
	1
	Fiesta
	41,142

	 
	2
	Fiesta
	8,395
	
	2
	Focus
	31,962

	 
	3
	Corsa
	7,808
	
	3
	Corsa
	30,207

	 
	4
	Golf
	4,814
	
	4
	Astra
	19,781

	 
	5
	Astra
	4,549
	
	5
	Golf
	17,839

	 
	6
	Insignia
	3,262
	
	6
	207
	13,931

	 
	7
	207
	3,136
	
	7
	Insignia
	12,994

	 
	8
	A3
	2,439
	
	8
	A3
	12,519

	 
	9
	Mondeo
	2,356
	
	9
	Mondeo
	11,319

	 
	10
	Zafira
	2,140
	 
	10
	3 Series
	11,034


Market decline continues in April. Focus on scrappage incentive to lift volumes.
· The Budget saw the welcome announcement of a scrappage incentive scheme, with a £2,000 incentive (half from government and half from industry) to scrap a car registered on or before 31 August 1999 when buying a new vehicle. The scheme is not due to start until 18 May, which could cause some hold-off in demand until then. 

· Registrations in April were down 24.0% or 42,193 units on the April 2008 market and 47,529 units short of the ten year average for the month, of 185,856 units. It was the lowest April market since 1991, although it was 13% above the forecast of 118,000 units. Registrations over the first four months of 2009 declined by 28.5% or 245,184 units. The rolling annual total has fallen to just 1.887 million units.

· April saw demand for all sales types fall, although the decline within the fleet market was slightly less subdued at 21.8%. Diesel penetration slipped for the second time this year, although remains higher, at 44.2% compared with 42.7% in 2008, over the first four months of the year. Only the mini segment rose in the month, up 54.3%.
· The Ford Focus returned to the top spot in the best selling model list for the first time since July 2008. The Ford Fiesta remains the UK’s best seller over the year-to-date. 
· Yesterday’s report from New Automotive Innovation and Growth Team stressed the importance of UK manufacturing and continued investment in low-carbon technology. The fall in average new car CO2 emissions in the first quarter of 2009 is a positive indicator that industry is continuing to move in the right direction. 

































































May 2009


The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Top performers by range and UK penetration figures are also listed. Providing SMMT is acknowledged as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT.


May 2009 new car registration figures will be released at 9:00 am 4 June 2009














Notes:


At €20 bn, the automotive sector is Europe’s largest investor in R&D, driving industry forward and helping deliver more sustainable motoring for the 21st century. Technological innovation has helped car and CV manufacturers slash CO2 and air quality emissions from vehicles. New diesel cars for example emit 95% less soot from the tailpipe than those made 15 years ago and average new car CO2 by Q1 2009 has been cut by 19% since 1997.


The energy needed to produce each vehicle is down 12%, water use is down 9% and waste to landfill is down 25%, compared to 2006 performance.  CO2 emissions per vehicle produced have fallen 14% in the last year and by 45% since 1999. Almost 10,000 tonnes of waste have been prevented from entering landfill sites. For more details, download SMMT's ninth annual Sustainability Report from the SMMT web site � HYPERLINK "http://www.smmt.co.uk/publications" ��www.smmt.co.uk/publications�.














