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Scrappage boosts August registration volumes
· 102,071 vehicles have been registered under the scrappage scheme since its start
· Scrappage accounted for 25.1% of August new car registrations with 16,848 units
The scrappage incentive scheme has boosted vehicle registrations for the third successive month in August, according to figures released by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). 

In August, generally a small volume month ahead of the new registration plate in September, one in four new cars bought were attributable to the scrappage incentive scheme.  In the commercial vehicle sector, a total of 1,706 vans have been registered since its start and 247 in August, accounting for 3.3% of overall van registrations in August. 
“The scrappage scheme is proving hugely popular with motorists and has provided an important boost to the UK motor industry,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive. “The scheme is clearly delivering environmental and safety benefits, in addition to incremental business for UK manufacturing and much needed demand for retailers.” 

A full table of provisional scrappage scheme registrations is attached to this press release. 
Notes:

At €20 bn, the automotive sector is Europe’s largest investor in R&D, driving industry forward and helping deliver more sustainable motoring for the 21st century. Technological innovation has helped car and CV manufacturers slash CO2 and air quality emissions from vehicles. New diesel cars for example emit 95% less soot from the tailpipe than those made 15 years ago and average new car CO2 has been cut by 19% since 1997.

The energy needed to produce each vehicle is down 12%, water use is down 9% and waste to landfill is down 25%, compared to 2006 performance.  CO2 emissions per vehicle produced have fallen 14% in the last year and by 45% since 1999. Almost 10,000 tonnes of waste have been prevented from entering landfill sites. For more details, download SMMT’s ninth annual Sustainability Report from the SMMT website www.smmt.co.uk/publications.
Why is the automotive sector important to the UK economy?
· 27 car and CV manufacturers operate in the UK producing 1.7 million vehicles

· £51b turnover and £9.5 billion value added

· Over 800,000 UK jobs

· UK automotive manufacturing supplies over 100 markets worldwide, offering some resilience to UK issues
· New cars emit less CO2 than older models – average new car CO2 emissions have fallen 19% in the last decade
For more information on the UK motor industry, visit www.smmt.co.uk or www.motorindustryfacts.com. 

Note to broadcasters: SMMT has its own ISDN studio
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