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SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS 
5 July 2012 (data for June 2012)

NEWS RELEASE NUMBER: 5033			           	        		        FOR RELEASE:                  IMMEDIATE

New car market continues to rise with 3.5% growth in June
· New car registrations rose for a fourth successive month with a 3.5% rise in June to 189,514 units.
· Registrations over the first half of the year increased 2.7% to 1,057,680 units.
· Private demand recovered in the first half of 2012, up 8.7% with June continuing the trend, up 9.8%.
· Technological gains helped average new car CO2 emissions fall 4% to 134.1g/km in first half of 2012.

“Driven by demand from private buyers, June new car registrations grew 3.5% to push 2012 half year volumes through the one million mark,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT Chief Executive. “Despite domestic and international economic concerns, UK motorists are responding positively to new products and the latest fuel-efficient technology. The industry has performed better than expected in the first half of the year and we will now need to work hard to sustain growth.”
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New car registrations – first half volumes and percentage change by sales type


VIDEO: Half-year briefing from Paul Everitt, SMMT Chief Executive: http://youtu.be/J7pkoHrT9Mo

Notes
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £55 billion turnover and £12 billion value added. With over 700,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for 10% of total UK exports and invests £1.3 billion each year in automotive R&D. For more details, see SMMT’s Sustainability Report 2012 and Motor Industry Facts 2012 at www.smmt.co.uk/publications.

Media contacts:

Jonathan Visscher			020 7344 9263 		jvisscher@smmt.co.uk
Nikki Rooke			020 7344 9226		nrooke@smmt.co.uk
Dan Montefusco			020 7344 1610		dmontefusco@smmt.co.uk


	June
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2012
	189,514
	97,722
	89,311
	2,481
	79,916
	101,675
	7,923

	2011
	183,125
	91,323
	90,123
	1,679
	72,790
	102,209
	8,126

	% change
	3.5%
	7.0%
	-0.9%
	47.8%
	9.8%
	-0.5%
	-2.5%

	Mkt share '12
	 
	51.6%
	47.1%
	1.3%
	42.2%
	53.7%
	4.2%

	Mkt share '11
	 
	49.9%
	49.2%
	0.9%
	39.7%
	55.8%
	4.4%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2012
	1,057,680
	541,241
	501,813
	14,626
	476,283
	537,176
	44,221

	2011
	1,029,638
	514,497
	502,115
	13,026
	438,196
	537,816
	53,626

	% change
	2.7%
	5.2%
	-0.1%
	12.3%
	8.7%
	-0.1%
	-17.5%

	Mkt share '12
	 
	51.2%
	47.4%
	1.4%
	45.0%
	50.8%
	4.2%

	Mkt share '11
	 
	50.0%
	48.8%
	1.3%
	42.6%
	52.2%
	5.2%

	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	

	Best sellers
	June
	 
	 
	 
	   Year-to-date

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	1
	Fiesta
	9,063
	
	1
	Fiesta
	59,570

	
	2
	Corsa
	8,800
	
	2
	Corsa
	47,147

	
	3
	Focus
	6,937
	
	3
	Focus
	43,853

	
	4
	Golf
	6,311
	
	4
	Golf
	34,572

	
	5
	3 Series
	5,830
	
	5
	Astra
	30,483

	
	6
	Astra
	5,472
	
	6
	Qashqai
	23,435

	
	7
	MINI
	4,807
	
	7
	3 Series
	23,035

	
	8
	Qashqai
	4,775
	
	8
	Polo
	22,349

	
	9
	Polo
	3,378
	
	9
	Insignia
	17,890

	
	10
	500
	3,324
	
	10
	C-Class
	17,617



Market betters expectations once again with fourth successive month of growth 
· The new car market rose 3.5% to 189,514 units in June. This was still some 15% below the 2007 outturn, prior to recession, but some 2.5% ahead of average June volumes for the previous three years.
· Registrations in Q2 rose 4.8% and over the first half of the year have risen 2.7% to over one million units.
· The market was some 5% ahead of the SMMT forecast for Q2 (as set in April) with the annual running total at 1.97 million units in June. The growth is encouraging, given the subdued economic setting and compares with the full year 2011 total of 1.94 million units and a full year 2012 forecast of 1.95 million units. 
· Private volumes rose 8.7% over the first half of the year and picked up in recent months, rising 9.8% in June. Fleet volumes are on par with last year, while business demand has fallen.
· Alternatively-fuelled car registrations posted a 47.8% rise in June, while diesel volumes also rose, pushing their market share over the first half of the year up from 50% a year ago to 51.2%.
· Improvements in new car fuel efficiency saw CO2 emissions fall to 134.1g/km over the first half of 2012, down 4% on a year ago and 2.9% compared with 2011’s full year figure of 138.1g/km.
· New models helped Mini segment registrations rise 82.5% in June. The Dual Purpose and Executive segments also posted double digit-growth in the month.
· The Ford Fiesta was the best-selling model in June and over the first half of 2012. 

SMMT’s ‘Fleet’ category includes Daily Rental and fleet Motability registrations. Monthly comparisons are with the previous year.
The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Providing that www.smmt.co.uk is acknowledged as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT. July 2012 new car registration figures will be released on 6 August 2012 at 09:00.
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