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Summary 

Agreeing appropriate post-Brexit mechanisms for the registration and approval of vehicles, systems, 
components and separate technical units is the primary regulatory challenge facing the automotive 
sector as a result of the UK’s withdrawal from the EU.  

The industry urgently needs a clear political commitment that after 30 March 2019, the UK’s involvement 
in the European type approval regime will remain unaltered until at least the end of any transition period. 
The UK and the EU have both committed to a status quo transition that allows business to operate as 
usual. For this to be the case in relation to type approval, the UK’s authorised approval autority, the 
Vehicle Certification Agency, must continue to be recognised as an authorised EU approval authority 
and be able to issue and maintain European type approvals. In addition: 

1. Vehicles approved by the UK approval authority and produced before the end of the transition
period, should continue to be able to be registered within the UK and the EU.

2. The UK should continue to recognise and accept an EU Whole Vehicle Type Approval based
Certificate of Conformity (CoC) for the registration of vehicles.

3. The type approvals issued by the UK approval authority before the end of the transition period
should continue to be maintainable until they naturally expire.

4. The UK approval authority should be able to issue new National type approvals that are
recognised by the EU.

Maintaining the ability to register already approved vehicles is critical to ensure a fair process following 
the UK’s withdrawal from the EU. Without such an agreement manufacturers will not be able to sell 
vehicle stock that received its approval in the UK until an equivalent approval is issued. This will not 
only negatively impact manufacturers but will limit consumer choice in every Member State. 
Being required to reapprove in an EU-27 Member State would create immense administrative and 
financial burdens to UK and EU manufacturers and other manufacturers around the world who use the 
UK’s type approval authority for European approvals. 

It is also important to ensure that the UK continues to recognise and accept EU CoCs issued by an EU-
27 Member State for the registration of vehicles. Without this agreement, vehicles with an EU CoC 
would require reapproval under one of the UK specific approval regimes. The duplication of the approval 
process, would likely deter manufacturers from placing as wide a range of models on the UK market, 
reducing potential sales of those affected manufacturers and significantly limiting consumer choice in 
the UK. 

In order to stay up to date with all regulations applicable to a vehicle type, manufacturers are 
continuously updating and extending their approvals to meet the latest level of requirements.  If UK 
issued European type approvals are to remain valid after the UK’s withdrawal from the EU, it is critical 
that these approvals can be maintained until they naturally expire otherwise it there will only be a short 
delay in the need for reapproval. 

It is essential that a political agreement is reached by the end of March 2018 that confirms that the 
status quo will be maintained until the end of the transition period. For the automotive sector, this means 
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that both the EU and the UK should commit to the UK’s full participation within the European Type 
Approval Framework Directive for the full duration of the transition. Following this period, and to prevent 
manufacturers from having to reapprove the affected vehicle types, vehicles approved by the UK 
approval authority before the UK’s withdrawal from the EU should remain valid and maintainable and 
the UK should continue to recognise and accept those vehicles approved by an EU-27 Member State. 
Such an agreement would allow for a smooth transition into a new relationship with the EU. 

Background 

Type approval exists to ensure that motor vehicles, trailers and their systems, components and separate 
technical units meet the necessary technical, safety and environmental standards before being placed 
on the market.  

The type approval of a vehicle requires hundreds of tests and is normally carried out under a strict 
schedule to meet the manufacturer’s required timeframe to meet the commercial launch date of a 
model. The official tests carried out are witnessed by an approval authority and for a mass production 
passenger car can take between 6 to 18 months and can cost between £350,000 and £500,000. 
Manufacturers however are likely to first engage with a type approval authority years in advance of their 
official tests to discuss a vehicle type during its development. The UK’s type approval authority is the 
Vehicle Certification Agency (VCA).  

The prospect of the UK withdrawing from the EU is already having a tangible impact on the type 
approval process. Uncertainty around the status of the VCA means many manufacturers are now 
seeking approvals in other Member States to mitigate the risk that VCA European approvals will become 
invalid in the future.  

More damaging than the current uncertainty would be a decision to invalidate existing VCA European 
approvals when the UK leaves the EU. Were this to happen, manufacturers would have to replicate 
their whole vehicle type approval with an approval authority based in another EU Member State. This 
would result in significant cost, negatively impact manufacturer’s future plans and cause manufacturers 
to meet the latest level of all of the legislative requirements ahead of the dates prescribed by transitional 
provisions in the type approval framework. In order to prevent significant disruption to both UK and EU 
manufacturers, all vehicle approvals issued by the VCA pre-Brexit, should remain valid post-Brexit, 
allowing for the continued production of the vehicles covered by the approval.  It should also be possible 
to extend and revise these approvals, preferably through the VCA or alternatively, through another 
European type approval authority and until they naturally expire.  

In 2016, the VCA issued 1,581 European Whole Vehicle Approvals; if these approvals were unable to 
be maintained until they naturally expire, each one would have to be reapproved by an EU-27 approval 
authority. It is financially and logistically infeasible that all European type approvals held by the VCA 
could be reapproved before March 2019. That being so, the industry needs a clear political agreement 
that after March 2019 the UK issued European type approvals will remain valid until at least the end of 
a transition period, providing manufacturers more time to obtain new type approvals. Due to the 
implementation of new European emissions legislation introduced progressively from 2017, the ability 
for the approval authorities throughout EU to take on new work is severely limited. Depending on the 
reapproval mechanisms, it is highly likely that the European approval authorities will need the transition 
period to facilitate the reapproval of all existing VCA European approvals. The extra work placed on the 
EU-27 approval authorities would undoubtedly delay the approval process and negatively affect all 
manufacturers who are seeking type approvals within the EU as well as having an impact on consumer 
choice within the EU and UK markets. 

If the manufacturers do have to reapprove their vehicles with another approval authority, there needs 
to be agreement between the UK and EU to implement an administrative mechanism that enables the 
transfer of European whole vehicle type approvals issued by a UK approval authority pre-Brexit to a 
European approval authority. This process should ensure that all test reports related to the associated 
regulatory acts within the whole vehicle approval remain valid and require no further tests to prove 
compliance.   

Of note, the type approval certification related to CE marking (see Directive 93/68/EEC) and 
continuation of UK Notified Body issued approvals has already been determined. The EU Commission 
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accept, in their letter of 10 January 2018 that those issued by the UK bodies may be transferred and 
continue to be maintained by an EU27 Notified Body thus allowing seamless continuation. The 
automotive industry wishes to be treated the same as all other industries where type approval is issued. 
The Notified Body approach should be adopted for vehicle type approval if manufacturers are required 
to reapprove. 
 
Multi-Stage, Small Volume, and Mixed Type approval manufacturers would be especially vulnerable if 
required to reapprove their vehicles. These manufacturers may not hold systems approvals for all of 
the relevant regulatory acts, instead requiring only test reports issued by the VCA. Unlike systems 
approvals, test reports that are issued in one Member State may not be automatically accepted by all 
other Member States. This may lead to the very real danger that these manufacturers will have to repeat 
the testing procedures to the satisfaction of the new Member State’s type approval authority before the 
whole vehicle approval can be issued.  
 
Without the continued validity of approvals, vehicle manufacturers with a type approval issued by the 
VCA would no longer be able to sell their vehicles in the single market. It is vital that an agreement 
between the EU and the UK gives manufacturers legal certainty that their approvals will continue to be 
valid. Such a commitment will ensure that all vehicles approved by the VCA before the UK’s withdrawal 
from the EU can continue to be produced and registered in the EU as well as in the UK.  This will allow 
for a smooth transition into a new relationship with the EU.  
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