
EORI number – UK and EU  
If you are responsible for either importing goods into the UK or exporting them from the UK you will need a UK EORI 
number (starting with GB). If you recently received a letter from HMRC granting you a UK EORI number then you do 
not need to do anything more to obtain a UK EORI number. 

If you did not receive a letter from HMRC or only recently registered for a UK VAT number then you will need to apply 
for your UK EORI number.  

If you export your goods to an EU country and are responsible for the import declaration then in addition to a UK 
EORI number you will need an EU EORI number.  

Apply for a UK EORI number here - https://www.gov.uk/eori

Apply for an EU EORI number here - https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/business/customs-procedures/
general-overview/economic-operators-registration-identification-number-eori_en

Note that you will not be able to receive a UK EORI number until you have a UK VAT number. 

The majority of the information in this section is relevant for businesses that only 
trade within the EU, and have no experience of trade with so-called “third countries”. 
For businesses that already trade with countries outside the EU, the information 
provided here should be familiar. Below we look at the basics that you as a business 
need to have done to continue trading with the EU in the event of a no-deal Brexit. 

Customs Declarations and Transitional Simplified Procedures (TSP) 
In the event of a no-deal Brexit customs declarations will be required to move goods from the UK into the EU and vice 
versa. These are in addition to existing requirements for non-EU imports and exports. There are two ways to do this:

i.  Complete the declarations yourself if you have the necessary expertise and systems in place. If these are not in 
place already; 

ii.  Use a customs broker. A broker will prepare and submit customs declarations on behalf of your business. To allow  
a broker to do this on behalf of your business you will need to issue the broker with a letter of representation. 

More information on representation is available here -  
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/customs-debt-liability#representation-and-agent-liability

Continued overleaf...

Customs

VAT number
Are you VAT registered in the UK? If you are not and plan to import or export goods between the UK and EU then you 
must apply for one immediately. 
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www.smmt.co.uk/brexit-readiness-programme
For more information please visit
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Valuation 
In order to import your goods to, or export your goods from, the UK they must have a value. There are six methods by 
which to value your goods. The most commonly used method is the “transaction value”. 

More information on how to value your goods is available here -  
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/how-to-value-your-imports-for-customs-duty-and-trade-statistics

INCOTERMS and Contracts 
Customs declarations include information on the terms of delivering the goods and who is responsible for each part of 
the process. These are known as INCOTERMS. These are agreed between the buyer and seller. 

It is important you are familiar with INCOTERMS and agree the appropriate terms with your buyer and/or seller. With this 
in mind, companies should consider reviewing their contracts with both their suppliers and/or customers.

For more information on INCOTERMS visit - https://iccwbo.org/resources-for-business/incoterms-rules/  

UK government have introduced Transitional Simplified Procedures (TSP) to reduce the amount of information 
businesses need to to provide to HMRC upfront to move their goods from the EU to the UK. Registering for TSP will 
allow your company or customs broker to delay making a full declaration for up to 6 months and also defer paying 
any duty on the goods (see the Trade section for more information on tariffs/duties). We would therefore recommend 
businesses trading between the UK and EU apply for TSP.     

Apply for TSP here –  
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/register-for-simplified-import-procedures-if-the-uk-leaves-the-eu-without-a-deal

Note that your company must be established in the UK and hold a UK EORI number to register for TSP.

www.smmt.co.uk/brexit-readiness-programme
For more information please visit
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Classification 
In order to import your goods to, or export your goods from, the UK the correct commodity code needs to go on the 
customs declaration. 

Companies may wish to use a customs expert to ensure your goods are classified correctly. 

More information is available here - https://www.gov.uk/guidance/using-the-trade-tariff-tool-to-find-a-commodity-code

Origin 
In order to import your goods to, or export your goods from the UK, the correct origin of the products needs to be 
stated on the customs declaration.

An origin declaration is mandatory and it does not allow a tariff reduction unless origin requirements set by specific 
trade agreements are met (see Trade chapter - section 4 “Preferential Rules of Origin”)

In principle, origin is conferred to a specific country if:

i. The product was “wholly obtained” in that country, so if no imports were used in its production, or

ii. The product underwent its “last substantial transformation” in that country.

The EU has a set of rules to determine where the last substantial transformation took place

More information on EU origin rules for specific products is available here -  
https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/business/calculation-customs-duties/rules-origin/nonpreferential-origin/
table-list-rules-applicable-products-following-classification-cn_en
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