
While the UK is an EU member state, the rules of the single market must be complied 
with. Should the UK leave the EU with no-deal, companies looking to import and/or sell 
goods on the UK market will have to comply with UK regulations. Moving forward these 
UK regulations may differ to EU regulations. We set out below three key regulations, 
which will change in the event of no-deal.    

Type Approval
European Community Whole Vehicle Type Approval (ECWVTA) is required for the registration and placing on the market 
of whole vehicles, vehicle systems and separate components. It ensures products meet EU standards and is accepted 
throughout the EU.

Following no-deal ECWVTAs issued outside of the UK, will no longer be automatically accepted for registering certain 
vehicles in the UK.

Similarly ECWVTAs issued by the UK will no longer be valid for sales or registrations in the EU.

To help ensure the continued supply of automotive products into the UK, a new UK Type Approval Scheme has been put 
in place by government.

This does not apply to individual component type approvals, National Small Series Type Approvals (NSSTA) or 
Individual Vehicle Approvals (IVA). The UK will continue to recognise these, along with United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe (UN-ECE) approvals for systems and components. The EU will continue to recognise UN-ECE 
approvals issued by the UK.

The UK will issue ‘provisional’ UK type-approvals, upon application prior to the UK’s departure from the EU with a 
no-deal, to manufacturers that can prove they hold valid EC type-approvals. This will be an administrative conversion 
of valid ECWVTAs into UK type-approvals. It will ensure that products can continue to be sold and registered in the 
UK. Provisional approvals will be required for vehicle categories – M (passenger vehicles), N (goods vehicles), L (2/3 
wheelers) and T (tractors). The UK will accept either a ‘provisional’ UK approval or a valid EU approval for category O 
(trailers) and NRMM.

More information on UK type-approvals is available here –  
https://www.vehicle-certification-agency.gov.uk///brexit/brexit.asp

www.smmt.co.uk/brexit-readiness-programme
For more information please visit
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Manufacturers wishing to place new products on 
the EU market after the UK leaves the EU will need 
to follow the existing procedure for obtaining a 
new EC type-approval. Full testing and certification 
must be done by an EU type-approval authority and 
a technical service designated by that authority.

Manufacturers currently holding a VCA-issued 
ECWVTA, who intend to continue placing their 
products in the EU27 following a no-deal exit, must 
transfer that approval to a new ECWVTA from a 
type-approval authority in an EU country.



Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals (REACH) 
The regulations on REACH aims to reduce the risk from chemicals to humans and the environment and encourages 
the substitution of substances of very high concern.

In the event of a no-deal Brexit, the UK will replicate EU REACH regulations and the Health & Safety Executive (HSE) 
will become the relevant regulator.  

There will be a dual registration regime (UK and EU). This will have an impact on:

•  Automotive production facilities – plants that are users of industrial chemicals but do not themselves place those 
chemicals on the market (e.g. vehicle paints, adhesives, body sealers).   

•  Automotive aftersales distribution centres and dealerships (including vehicle manufacturers with no UK 
manufacturing presence) – users/distributors of automotive aftermarket chemical products that are placed on the 
market and sold to professional and private users (e.g. top-up screenwash, engine oil refill, leather cleaner).

From day 1 of exit REACH registrations/authorisations of UK companies will become invalid in the EU. Those will be 
grandfathered (including registrations existing 2 years before exit and transferred to EU) to UK system – subject to 
initial validation and later full data submissions.

In the UK a new IT system has been set up to manage the REACH registrations. Companies with registration 
requirements (producing or importing substances above 1 tonne per year) would have to enter basic information 
on the chemicals into the UK system within 120 days post exit. Companies will then have to provide the technical 
information within 2 years of the UK’s exit date. 

If companies (UK based downstream user or a distributor) wish to access the UK market they will have to either:

i. Procure substances or mixtures (directly or in articles) from a UK-based entity – no further action needed

ii. Procure substances or mixtures (directly or in articles) from an EU/EEA-based entity and then:

 - Enter basic information onto the UK’s REACH IT system within 180 days of the UK’s exit and;

 - Provide technical information required under UK REACH – 2 years post exit

iii. Convince the EU/EEA supplier to appoint a UK-based Only Representative (OR)

If you are a UK based registrant (manufacturer or importer) who wants to access the EU27 market then you will 
have to either:

i. Transfer your registration(s) to an EEA-based entity (e.g. affiliate or OR) before the UK exits with no-deal

ii. Support your EEA-based importers to comply with EU REACH.

More information on the UK REACH system is available here - https://www.hse.gov.uk/brexit/scenario1.htm

www.smmt.co.uk/brexit-readiness-programme
For more information please visit

CO2 Regulations for Cars and Light Commercial Vehicles   
EU legislation sets mandatory CO2 reduction targets for new passenger cars and light commercial vehicles.

Should the UK leave the EU without a deal, the obligations and enforcement of CO2 legislation will become the 
responsibility of UK government from day one of exit. At this point, manufacturers will have UK CO2 reduction 
targets, with compliance based on UK registrations only.

Compliance in the UK will be based on registrations for the final two months of 2019 and then the full year for 2020 
onwards (UK registrations for the first 10 months in 2019 would not be counted by the EU). 

Any excess premium for missed targets becomes payable to UK government (£83 per gram of exceedance per 
vehicle registered). Domestic approval of eco-innovations will be required (any approved eco-innovations prior to 
exit day will be automatically recognised by UK government).

Fixed derogation thresholds will be changed to thresholds based on each manufacturer’s historical share of 
European Economic Area (EEA) sales occurring in the UK. At the point of exit, the average mass figure will be 
retained but will be updated at the first due update to reflect the average mass of UK vehicles only. 

More information on CO2 regulations can be found here -   
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reporting-co2-emissions-for-new-cars-and-vans-if-theres-no-brexit-
deal/reporting-co2-emissions-for-new-cars-and-vans-if-theres-no-brexit-deal

2

3


